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DISCOURSE OF HADRAT MUFTI AHMAD
KHANPURI SAHIB dimat barakitubum

ﬂ’?f“ &a’)\ di)\ -

(This lecture was delivered by Hadrat Mufti Ahmad Saheb
Khanptri (ddmat barakituhu) in Darul Ulim Saidate Dérain in
Bharuch on the 7* Jumadal Ula 1433 hijri corresponding to the
31 March 2012. The madrasah had invited all their old graduates
for a two-day programme. The lecture was transcribed by Mufti
Sayyid Ja’far Ali (Panama) and then compiled by Mufti Abdul
Qayyum Réjkoti.)
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Respected asitidhah, my honourable graduates and cherished
students!

When I came here, I was thinking what could I mention to you? At
night, I supplicated to Alldh &, “O Allah 3! Grant me the ability
to present that which would be of benefit. After Fajr, so much of
subject matter filled my mind that I could not understand what I
should say and what should I leave out. Therefore, I will present to
you all miscellaneous words without keeping any arrangement in

mind.
STATUS OF THE PEOPLE OF KNOWLEDGE

Firstly, there is a need for us to understand and perceive the status
Allah ¥ has granted us. You have understood from the hadith
which I quoted that this status is of being the inheritor and
vicegerent of the ambiy4 3¢8. Therefore we will have to fulfil the
works which the ambiy4 %28 came into the world to fulfil.

In many verses of the Noble Qurin, Alldh ¥, in clear words, has
explained the objectives of commissioning Rasululldh #. The first
place is found in the dud of Hadrat Ibrahim %8, which he had
uttered on the occasion of building the Ka’bah, in which three
objectives of Nabi #£’s coming was mentioned:

a.) tiliwat of the verses

b.) ta’lim of the Book and hikmah

c.) tazkiyah

In other places too, Alldh ¥ has himself mentioned these

objectives.
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YOU ARE THE AMANAH (TRUST) OF THE UMMAH

Here I want to mention one other point: Do not regard yourself to
be the owner of your life. Your existence is a trust of the ummah.
Due to being an alim, Allah #& has granted you an ilmi existence
and form. The madrasah is the cause of the existence of whatever
knowledge you possess. The individuals of the ummah are assisting
this madrasah. Why do the individuals of the ummah bear the
expenses of all our madrasah which are running? The reason is that
they are told that this is one of the things upon which is based the
existence of the ummah. Some of us may have paid fees whilst we
were in madrasah, but we know that the fees paid cannot even
cover the expenses of the food. Then there are so many other
expenses like building, for teaching and nurturing, etc. If today in
the world, any person wants to attain these things, he will have to
pay huge sums of money. Small children are sent to English-
medium schools. Massive fees are paid! Never mind fees, just for
entrance, huge bribes in the name of donations are paid. Then, so
much of money is spent for their transportation, uniforms, books,
etc. These people pay — then they become doctors, engineers, etc.
Today the reason why doctors fees are on the increase is because
the world is the object of their life. However Allah 3£, only due to
His grace, has chosen and selected us and then sent us here for the
service of his din. Then we attained an i/m? (intellectual) existence.
This is due to the efforts of all those Muslims. Therefore never feel
that you are independent. In fact you are the trust of the entire
ummah. So many Muslims have taken a share in you becoming an
alim. Therefore, after qualifying, if you leave this line, and become
involved in such occupations in which you are not benefitting the
Muslims with the knowledge which you possess, then realise that
you have been deficient in fulfilling your duty. You are involved in
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misappropriating a trust. This is clear! Do not feel that I can do as I
wish. Now you must benefit people with your knowledge at every
place. This is one point.

OUR PATH IS ONE OF SACRIFICE AND PATIENCE

The second point is that our path, according to Moulani Sayyid
Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi =3 &) 4esy s a path of mujihadah
(striving) and sabr (patience) from the first day. The day you took
entry into the madrasah, and filled in the registration form, it is as
though you made a pact with Allah 3, “O Allah #&! I am going to
attain knowledge of din. Then after attaining knowledge, I will act
according to its dictates, and I will convey its message to Your
other servants. Therefore, till our last breath, we must endeavour to
fulfil this pact

() s
The lives, incidents and biographies of the elders in our path are
before us. These personalities placed themselves in this line and
fulfilled this pact which they had made with Allah ¥&with regards
to knowledge and practise. Now it is our turn. Allah ¥ is
watching: are we fulfilling this pact or not? They were 23 ;4 vl
&35 and we are from 25 o5 oges
If we do not fulfil our responsibilities, it should not happen that
tomorrow on the plains of QiyAmah, we are not worthy to face our
elders. This is something of utmost importance which we should
keep before us.
I had recited one other verse

(Bondly G5 WOL 15185 1y W 63T, Oplds ST e s
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Our line is one of complete patience. In Bukhari Sharif, in Kitabul-
Maghazi, you have read that Hadhrat Ali « placed some gold in
some leather and sent it to Nabi #&. Nabi 3 distributed it amongst
four people. One person from amongst them said, “We were
worthy of more than this.” Another stood up and openly said to
Nabi 3%, “Fear Alldh.”

Ponder, who is being told, “Fear Allah.”Nabi # is being told. From
here you can judge and realise that there were such people who told
Nabi # such words.

Nabi # answered, “If I do not fear Allah 3¢, then who will fear
Him?” I am the person who fears Allah ¥ the most. You are saying
to me, “Fear Allah” Allah ¥ has trusted me in conveying His
message to His servants. You do not have trust in me in
distributing your wealth.”

Nabi #& was given so much difficulty which we can never imagine.
Allah ¥ testifies to this, consoling Nabi 42
GGl G oS5 Sl Wiy 5505 Dokl Wy 500 (o ST 1165 A5

The saw which is moving on our hearts, listening to the comments
of people, is the reward which has been written for us from day
one. This favour is taken from the first day. Therefore, if such
conditions overcome us, then there is no need for us to lose
courage or to slightly move away from His work. Today, due to
lack of tarbiyat, if any small matter occurs, we leave this line, and
commence other work. O brothers! If you want to get involved in
other occupations, then for what reason did you spend so much
time in madrasah?

My respected father had a close friend. He gave his son the highest
English education. After this boy attained his certificate, he studied

for another five to seven years. After graduating, he received a

Page | 8



governmental occupation at a certain place. He was receiving a very
good salary. However this occupation was of a very low level
compared to the subject he studied and the certificate he earned.
When the son started his work, his father said, “If you wanted to
do this work, why did you study for an extra five years?” It is as
though you wasted my money and your time by the years you
utilized for specializing. If at that time, you started this work, then
you would be much more senior and experienced in this work. It is
as though you have wasted your progress.

Now I say to you, “If you wanted to get engaged in the pursuits of
the world, then you should have commenced from the first day.
Today, where to would you have reached? You would have earned
so much money. You would have progressed so much more in the
work you are doing now. The object for doing the work you are
engaged in, would have been attained perfectly. If the purpose was
business, what was the need to first spend so many years in the
madrasah?

Therefore brothers! This is the path of patience. One should have
conviction on the promises of Allah #& G584 WG 155

It is compulsory and necessary to have conviction on the promises
of Allah ¥. There was an 4lim, who, instead of placing his children
in the field of acquiring dini knowledge, he engaged them in
secular knowledge. He made one an engineer, another a doctor. He
was the companion of one of our ustddhs. Our ustddh used to say,
“The meaning of this is that he does not have yaqin (conviction)
on his knowledge.

Brothers! One person is a doctor and is engaged in that service. If
he does not make his son a doctor, but an engineer, it shows that
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he does not have satisfaction in his occupation. He feels, “I have
erred. However I will not allow my children to make the same
error.” You have studied the knowledge of din. However you
engage your children in worldly knowledge instead of dini
knowledge. This shows that you feel that you have made an error
by studying this knowledge and you have wasted your life. You are
thinking, “I have wasted my life, and my parents erred. I do not
want to destroy my children’s life.” Your pattern of action is

completely contrary to the demands of this versedss Wol 1553 .

Thus there is great importance to have conviction on the promises

of Allah 3.

As 1 was saying: This path of ours demands patience and
forbearance. Insiders and outsiders both caused great difficulty to
Nabi #, but he # did not waver a single bit from his object. Now
on a governmental scale, such propositions are approaching in
which temptation is being created. Nabi # was tempted with so
many things.

The leaders of the Quraish went to Abt Talib in the form of a
delegation, and presented three options to him. They said, “Your
nephew has initiated a new path. He is criticizing our deities, due
to which many fights are taking place. In every house, there is so
much of discord. What is his objective? If he wants wealth, then let
him speak. We are ready to give him as much as he desires. If he
wants a beautiful woman, then he should point out to us any Arab
beauty. We will perform his marriage to her. If he wants leadership,
we are ready to accept him as our leader.” See! They are ready to
accept Nabi # as their ruler and sovereign. However, their purpose

was that they must be allowed to do as they wished. None should
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intrude in their affairs. However it was the ruling of Allah ¥ to
create a revolution in their way of life. The people desired to be
allowed to follow their desires and whims. They were prepared to
accept His ¥ rule. However Alldh #& had commanded Nabi #,
“We do not want them to exalt you. We wish that you mould this
society according to Our laws. By making this effort, Allah #& will
grant you honour.”

Do you understand what I am saying or not? In this path where
one will encounter difficulties and hear criticism, one will also be
tempted. However, our condition should be that we should not be
bothered about these criticisms and difficulties, and we should not
fall into these temptations.

WEAKNESS IN THE GRADUATES OF TODAY

We must have a passion within ourselves. With this passion, we
will have to progress and go forward. The greatest weakness in our
graduates today is that we have forgotten the object of our lives.
After coming into madrasah, we feel that we are learning so that we
can earn a job, and we can earn enough to sustain ourselves. May
Allah 3 save us! Amin. If you have studied with this aim, then see
Nurul Idh4h. In the forward, Moulini I'z4z Ali Saheb has written,
“The wrestler in the ring who earns the world through the art of
wrestling is better than that 4lim who makes his knowledge the
means of earning the world.” If this is your aim, then there can be
no foolishness greater than this. Why then did you come to the
madrasah? You should have rather attained worldly knowledge. A
worker of the fourth division in governmental posts receives many
times more salary than our Shaikul-Hadith receives. The salary of a
Shaikul-Hadith is between five to seven thousand rupees, whereas a
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worker of the fourth division in governmental posts receives twenty
thousand rupees. A primary school teacher earns between twenty-
five to fifty thousand rupees. If the object was to earn, then why
did you come here? You should have become a school teacher. The
objective of what I am saying is that today our thoughts have
changed.

THIS IS A SERVICE, NOT A JOB

See! The way a person speaks, translates the sentiments of his heart.
If you ask some-one today, “What are you doing?” he will reply, “I
am working at so-and-so place.” He does not say, “I am teaching at
so-and-so place.” Brothers! You are not working. You should rather
say, “I am engaged in the service of din at such-and-such place.”
This is not a job, but a service. If you want to work, then leave this
place. In other places, you will earn much more. Whatever money

you are being given, is not a recompense of your service.

According to our Hanafi figh, it is not permissible to take a wage
for teaching din. This is the maslak (path) of the mutaqaddimin
mashdikh, aimmah-e-thalithah and the Ahnaf. However the
muta akhirin mashiikh of the Ahnif have allowed the taking of a
salary for teaching the Quran due to the changes in the conditions
of the times. May Alldh ¥ reward our akébirin! Amin! They
combined the view of the original path of the Ahnif and the view
of the muta akhirin mashiikh which was due to the demands of
their era, and showed a beautiful path.

Hadrat Hakimul Ummah (=3 4 4es ) states,

“If you do not possess anything to manage your basic needs, then
there is no problem. Take a wage and teach. However do not feel
that you are taking a recompense for teaching. Think, “I am
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fulfilling this service merely for Allah ¥&’s pleasure. I am fulfilling
the religious necessities of these people. Thus they are giving me
something so that I may fulfil my worldly necessities.” The person
giving should not feel that he is giving remuneration for the
teaching, because if, worldly wise, one evaluates the amount that is

given, it is not as much as ought to be given.”

Both people have been given such beautiful instruction. Therefore,
it has always been the mashwarah of our akabirin that our gaze

should never be on money.

WHAT SHOULD ONE DO WHEN OFFERED AN
OPPORTUNITY IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES?

Another point: Wherever you are working, and Alldh & is taking
work through you, then do not leave this place. Otherwise, what
happens? An alim is doing good work in a certain place. He now
gets an offer in England or Africa. Those people are looking for
good people. They ask their acquaintances, “Do you have any good
people there?” If some-one says, “Yes brother! In such-and-such
place, a certain Moul4na is doing a lot of work. We have heard that
he is making a lot of effort. Lot of benefit is being derived through
him.” In one place, some good work was taking place. Now a letter
is sent to him, “Come to us.” On such occasions, when this offer is
presented to him, then before answering, one should consult with
one’s elders in whose hand one has placed himself. This is very
necessary. All our elders are unanimous on this point that after
graduating, before engaging in any dini service, one should hand
himself over to some-one. After making islah of oneself, then one
should engage in work. Thereafter, one should consult him in
every matter. Therefore one should place this matter before his
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elder stating fully the circumstances. I actually say, “There is no
need to actually place the matter before him. If those people insist,
then say to them, “If you wish to call me, then go to my elder, and
speak to him. I am not going. If he commands me, then I am
ready.” These are two different things. One is when he commands
us to go somewhere. The other is when we insistently ask. At times
on seeing our weakness, he will grant permission. He will think
that if I say no, then it should not happen that he leaves this place
also, and he goes and sits down in some restaurant, or become
engaged in some other occupation. Therefore, keeping in view our
weakness, he will give permission, acting on concession, feeling
that at least he will be engaged in some work of din somewhere.

All good workers who had gone to foreign countries, on the basis
of dunya are people of great abilities. They possessed wonderful
capabilities. They were teachers of ahidith. They were experts in
their fields. Go and see them in England or in South Africa or
wherever else they migrated only on this basis that their salary is
less and there they will receive more. I challenge you saying, “On
going there, not one of them did any great work, whereas they were
doing fantastic work here. When they left this place, then no great
service was undertaken by any one of them. Yes, Allah ¥ took
great work from those who went by the command of their elders.
They used to say, “Hadrat! I wish to stay here. Here people are
attaining benefit. However their elders said, “No, I command you
to go there.”

ETIQUETTES OF MASHWARAH
I always say to my friends, “The method of making mashwarah

should also be correct.” We are molvis. Therefore we prepare from

beforehand the answers to anticipated questions (U2 Jl s 52 ).

Page | 14



We want to go. We place the matter forward in such a way that
Hadrat says after hearing your request, “Yes! If it is like that, then
you should go.” He knows that if he says certain things, Hadrat
will give him that mashwarah. Open your ears and listen! This is
not mashwarah, but this is deception and dishonesty. Our hearts
are deceiving us. The result of this is that we are deceiving our
Shaikh. The result of this deception is that there will be no barkat
(blessings) in that mashwarah. Remember that this is not the

mashwarah of the Shaikh.

We only make mashwarah so that we can tell everyone that we have
made mashwarah with the Shaikh. This mashwarab is only to keep
one’s reputation intact. People must not say, “Here he was doing
such good work. Now he has left this place and gone to Africa and
England.” If someone has to say this, then he can forcefully answer,
“What! I made mashwarah with Hadrat. Hadrat gave me
permission.” In reality, the purpose of the mashwarah is to silence
the mouths of the people and nothing else.

As I was saying: Money is not the aim, work is the aim. It is the
belief and conviction of every one of us here that we will only
receive so much sustenance which Allih #& has fixed for us. We
cannot get one grain more or less than the amount stipulated by
Allah #. The whole world together cannot add a grain, nor can
they decrease a grain. When this is our belief, then why are we still
engaged in such thoughts?

Our Hadrat used to say,” Never make apparent your material needs
to any person.” If you do so, then it is as though you have made
yourself low before him. Not only yourself, but the whole ulama
fraternity will fall in his gaze. If he has given some money to you
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because of what you mentioned before him, your honour in his
heart will lessen.

d‘t':( uﬂjlg4‘¢87 g df: Iyt e 3o Jnt bet

Wherever we are working, we should meet the wealthiest of people
with so much love as we do so with a poor person. We should deal
with love equally, on the basis of well-wishing. If one has got a few
rands extra, there is no need to give him preferential treatment.
Yes! If really, he is utilizing his wealth for the service of din, and he
is ahead in dini works, then f you have a special relationship with
him due to his taking part in the matters of din, then this is
another matter altogether. However it should not be just because of
money. On what basis is our connection? Only Alldh ¥ knows the
condition of our hearts.

REQUEST FOR AN INCREASE IN SALARY

Our Hadrat would not even give permission to make request for an
increase in salary. Those in charge should themselves give an
increase, looking at the necessities of the teachers, and seeing the
demands of the time. Those in charge who are waiting for the
teachers to request an increase are in reality not fulfilling their duty.
This is their shortcoming. Moulin4 Abdur Rahim Lajpuri has
written this masalah in great detail. However if those in charge do
not give an increase, there is no need for us to request one.

The condition of people is such that if after you had requested and
the committee members increase your salary, then they will remind
you of their favours, as if they are giving you from their pockets. O
brothers! They are not giving from their pockets. This is money
collected from others. Then too they will remind you of their
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favour. The great harm of this is that spur value and status will
drop in their eyes. Now ponder, even if you get an extra one
hundred, two hundred, five hundred or even a thousand rupees,
what benefit is there?

When I came to Dabhel in 1969 to teach, and I was appointed,
then my salary was fixed at 128 rupees. Before even receiving the
first month’s salary, it was increased to 210 or 215 rupees.
Therefore I say, “Place your needs before Alldh ¥. Remove this
temperament of yours. Alhamdulillah! Till today, I have not made
any request, and I have never placed my signature on any such
request.

By not signing the requests of other teachers, you know the
condition of the molvis. Whoever does not join them, they destroy
his reputation. They used to tell me also, “When you are not going
to sign, then do not take any extra when there is an increase.” We
used to reply and say, “Where have we requested an increase? If
they give an increase, we will take it.” They would say, “We have
requested the increase, which is why they will give more.” We
would then say, “Tell them not to increase our salary.”

As 1 was saying: If those in charge accept your application or
request and increase your salary, they will feel as if though they
have done you a great favour. The great harm ensuing is that your
value and status which was in their hearts will diminish, even
though they are not giving you from their pockets, but this is
man’s condition.

You also know that it is forbidden in the Shariah to beg. The
Shariah has not even permitted ishrdf — to think in the heart that
someone will give me something. You also know that if you receive
something after having #shrdf then you should not take it as there
will be no barkah (blessings) in it.
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OUR ELDERS AND POVERTY

Our elders paid a lot of attention to this. At times they would
undergo poverty, and then too they were not prepared to take
anything. Hadrat Mawlan4 Manizir Hasan Gilani has written in
his book ‘Musalmano ki nizime-ta’lim wa tarbiyat’ the incident of
a certain 4lim who was undergoing hunger for quite a while. Whilst
teaching sabaq, his voice was affected. Amongst his students was a
pious boy, the son of a Nawab. He realised that Hadrat was hungry
on hearing his voice. Taking permission for leave, he prepared a
small tray and brought it there. He placed it before his ustadh. He
however refused to partake of it. He explained, “When you took
permission to leave, the thought came in my heart that perhaps you
will bring some food for me from your house. This was ishrdf
(desire) from my side. Therefore it is not permissible for me to eat
this food.” This was despite the fact that he had not eaten for quite
some time. the people of that time were such that their object was
not name and fame, but service. When the ustddh refused to accept
it, he immediately stood up with the tray and went out. After
disappearing from his ustadh’s gaze, he returned and said, “Hadrat,
now take it. When I raised the tray and left, you did not desire that
I bring the tray a second time. Now you can have it.” Now the
ustadh could not refuse.

This has been the path of our elders.

In Arwahe Thalathah, under the biography of Hadrat Shah
Muhammad Ishaq Saheb, an incident is mentioned of a woman
who used to work in their home. Once she emerged from the
house with a small child of the house so that the child could play.
The child was crying a lot. A wealthy person, who knew them,
asked the reason. She replied that there was poverty in the house.
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The child had not eaten and for this reason he was crying. When
Shah Saheb heard of this, he called for this worker and
reprimanded her saying, “O servant of Alldh! Our matter was with
Allah ¥&. Why did you expose our secret?” He then removed her
from service. This was his ilmi ghairat (sense of honour).

Today there is a need for this ilmi ghairat (sense of honour). If we
create this ghairat within us, then Alldh 3 will take work of that
type from us. To be accepted for dini and ilmi services, it is not
sufficient to study books, build up one’s istiddd and attain first
position in the examinations. Together with this knowledge, there
is a need to create those qualities and merits within ourselves which
were found in our elders.

I had mentioned: Never lower your status due to these material
necessities. Continue doing your work, and continue asking Alldh
¥%. The Being who gives is only Allah #&. He #& will fulfil all

needs. Wherever you may go, there will be no difference.
OUR SALAM TO THE DEITY THERE

In the biography of Ghalib, it is mentioned that when Delhi was
plundered, the Nawab of Rimplr was Klab Ali Khin. He
appreciated greatly experts of any field. A poet of Delhi was in
Rampar. One of his friends said to him, “Nawab Saheb is very
appreciative. Come and live here. He will stipulate a wage for you.”
The poet decided to do so. He went to his friend and tod him, “I
am moving from here and going to Rampr.” He asked, “Why are
you going?” the poet answered, “I am going because life is a bit
tough here.” His friend remarked, “Very good. Convey my salims
to the deity there.” The poet asked, “Is there another deity there?”
his friend said, “No! That deity is here also. The deity who will

sustain you there will sustain you here also.”
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Thus, why are you leaving the service which you are rendering in
one place and running to another place?

MAKE THE TEACHING OF THE QURAN COMMON

In the beginning I mentioned that the ambiya %8 had three duties:
the first was tilawate-dyat. Therefore wherever you go, place special
attention on this, because the teaching of the words of the Quran
Karim holds great importance.

In the biography of Hadrat Sheikul Hind, it is mentioned that
when he was freed from Malta and returned home, there was a
majlis in Darul Ulum Deoband. All our akabir (elders) were his
students. All were present there. Alldh 3 had granted Hadrat
Sheikul Hind such students who were experts in their fields. People
like Hakimul Ummah Hadrat Thanwi, Mufti A’zam Mufti
Kifayatullah, Allamah Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani, Shaikul Islam
Moulana Madani, etc. were such personalities that in their
respective fields they accomplished such feats that for years
preceding and succeeding them, no one else had accomplished so
much. All of them were present there. Hadrat Sheikul Hind said,
“Brothers! In the solitude of jail, after pondering deeply, two causes
of the ummah’s decline came into my mind. These are the two
lessons I have learnt. The first is to make the teaching of the words
and meaning of the Qurin common; and the second is to end all

mutual differences and fights.”

To spread the words of the Qurin Karim, the makatib have been
established, in which hifz and tajwid are also included. One form
of spreading the meaning is that which is found in the madrasahs,
wherein the books of tafsir are taught. I say especially to our
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honourable graduates, “Another manner of making common the
meaning of the Quran is to commence having lessons of Qurén at
least once a week in the places you are making effort. Make
mutdlah for seven days, and say something on one day.” There is
no need for you to show off your abilities and high level of
knowledge. Present to the people that which is beneficial for them.
Highlight the teachings of the Qurin and the aspect relating to
admonishment and deriving lessons. There is so much of blessings
in this that Allah ¥ will connect the people to you.

NEVER TAKE MATERIAL BENEFT

However keep one important thing in mind: when Alldh & links
the people to you, then do not take material benefit from them.
This is very important. Remember it. Many people will come to
you because of your ilmi services. Never ever, even by mistake,
insinuation or implication, deal with them in such a manner that
you derive material benefit from them. In the Quran, Alldh &
mentions the cry of every nabi
& e T b Y ale (K0T y

When we are the vicegerents of the ambiy4, then this is also one
demand on us.

THE METHOD OF ADVISING

The second demand is

Q.:.af c.;b’
One should have the desire of nush (well-wishing and goodness) for
people. You have studied the hadith that the demand of iman is

ragell g g 9 & e
One should have the feeling of well-wishing for every person.
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Amin — there is a need to fulfil one’s duties with trust and
passionately. Do not regard yourself as a worker of two or two-and-
a-half hours. You have a responsible for twenty-four hours. You are
not only deputed to teach the small children. Your duty extends to
the talim and tarbiyat of the entire area. You have to see how
marriages are being performed in the area. If nikdhs are taking
place contrary to the shariah and against the sunnah method, then
for you to overlook it is against the demands of your trust. It is
your duty to inform the people. Employ a suitable approach to
explain to them. There is no need to throw stones or hit them with
a whip.
This is one weakness within us. At times our ulama do not speak. If
they speak, then they utilize such an unreasonable mode which
creates hatred in the people. When Nabi # sent Hadrat Ab Miisa
Ashari and Hadrat Muidh ibn Jabal « to Yemen as governors, he
said to them:

A5 Y |l
Never use such a manner which will create hatred in the people
and will cause them to run away.

LOOK AFTER YOUR TIME

Another thing is that we must abstain from sitting in gatherings
and whiling away our time. May Allah #& grant our respected
ulemd correct understanding and guidance, especially those
working in villages! They waste and squander their time callously.
After madrasah time, they sit at people’s shops. Some go and sit at
people’s houses. Besides three or five hours, all their other time is
free. Then too, ask them how much of Qurin do you recite? Not
even half a pdra is recited. Many friends are beit to me. They write
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to me their conditions. They say that they are sometimes not
punctual in their tasbihat. 1 ask them, “How many days are you not
punctual? There are seven days in the week. How many days do
you read and how many days do you miss? Then too the hidden
thief is not prepared to speak how many days are missed. They
keep quiet. Then with great difficulty they say that they read once a
week, and miss out for six days. I asked, “Do you refer to that as
not being punctual.” Brothers! It is not supposed to be like that.
There is no need for you to sit in anyone’s shop or house. You
should have such a 24 hour timetable in which you are engaged in
mutdlah, your ma’'milits etc. Make a complete timetable. Allah #&
has granted you so much time that daily you can complete a khatm
of Qurin. However you are not even completing one pdra. Realize
the value of your time. Do not waste it. Regard as valuable the
opportunity Allah 3 has granted you to build a connection with
Him.

There is a need for our practical life to be firm also e.g. punctuality
in following the sunnats, turning to Alldh ¥, etc. Before the adhéin
is called out, you should proceed to the masjid. It should not be
that you are the imam, and you are arriving exactly at the last
moment. Generally it is seen at Zuhr time that the jamit is about
to commence, the imam enters and immediately proceeds to the
musalli. Once or twice, the other musallis overlook it. Eventually
when people comment, “Hadrat! You are missing your sunnate-
muakkidah,” then we do not like it. Therefore you should come
into the masjid before adhin. You are an example to people. You
have to present to the people an illustration of the sunnats of Nabi
#. Your existence must be such that people on seeing you will say,

“see! This is sunnah.”
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CLOSEST ACTION TO SUNNAH

Once somebody asked Hadrat Moul4n4 Khalil Ahmad Saheb,
“Hadrat! In a certain action, there are two viewpoints. However
which one is closest to sunnah? (Al I 3))

Hadrat replied, “Look at the action of Hadrat Gangohi. Whatever
he practises on is closer to the sunnah.”

Looking at these people one could realize which action was sunnah
and which action was closest to the sunnah. Can anyone pass such
a decision on looking at our actions? Therefore there is a need for

us to prepare an orderly system in our lives.

NEED FOR TREATING OURSELVES AND CHANGING
OUR MIZAJ (TEMPERAMENT)

Set aside time for the tarbiyat (spiritual nurturing) of the children
under us. Many asitidhah, when going to the class in the maktab
or madrasah, stand outside for a while before entering the class.
Actually, the habits formed during our student days, remains.
What happens when a person is studying? Before going to class
after Maghrib, one stands at the door of the masjid for ten
minutes. Then he waits ten minutes at the staircase. Before
entering the classroom he stands ten minutes at the door. Before
opening his kitab, another five to seven minutes are wasted in
discussion. Then he starts takrir (revision). The person doing the
takrdr has not even completed a quarter page when one of the
group starts a bit of mischief. Suddenly it is the time of Isha. I do
not say all are wrong. However these things happen at our places.
Therefore the same temperament which you had is now brought
here. This should not be the case. To correct our temperaments, we
have to be hard on ourselves. Study the life of Hadrat Umar .
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Once he was carrying on his shoulder a huge leather pot filled with
water. He was Amirul-Mu’minin at that time. Some-one asked
him, “Hadrat, what are you doing?” He « replied, “A delegation
came to meet me. In my heart the thought came, “Oho! A foreign
delegation has come to meet you.” Therefore I am remedying
myself.” We also must ponder over these matters and correct

ourselves.

As I was mentioning: We have to create these qualities within
ourselves to fulfil all of these responsibilities. We must follow the
sunnah and we must turn our attention to Allah 3.

NABI & TAUGHT US SIMPLICITY

Another point is that we must have simplicity in all our affairs. Our
salaries and our allowances do not allow us to live in luxury. O
brothers! If our basic needs are fulfilled, then this is a great boon.
Nabi # taught us simplicity. Study and ponder: how was the
clothing of Nabi #? What was his # conveyance? What was the
condition of the food he % ate? Hadrat Aish4 < states that Nabi &
did not eat barley bread for two days consecutively. Two months
would pass and the stove was not lit. Today if we do not get one
meal, we make such a fuss that we are suffering from poverty.
There poverty would be for long periods of time, but there was

never any complaints.

You Hadharit have studied Shamail. Hadrat Aisha < was asked,
“What was the bedding of Nabi #?” She < answered, “It was a
simple bedding.” At times Nabi # would spread out his cloak.
Once, an Ansiri woman came. Seeing the bedding of Nabi #, she

decided to do something. She prepared a beautiful soft quilted
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bedding and sent it. When Hadrat Aish4 « spread it out, Nabi #%
asked her, “O Aish4! What is this?” She replied, “So-and-so Ansari
woman sent it for you.” Nabi #£ said, “Lift it up.” Hadrat Aisha «
says, “I did not desire to return it.” However Nabi # forcefully
said, “Send it to so-and-so.”

Once Hadrat Hafsah « was asked regarding the bedding of Nabi
#. She replied, “It was just a sack-cloth which I used to fold in two
and spread it out for Nabi #. Once the thought crossed my mind
to fold it again, so that it becomes softer and there is more comfort
therein. I folded it in this manner. In the morning when Nabi #&
woke up, he asked me, “What did you roll out for me last night?” I
explained to him that it was the same bedding which I rolled out
every night. The only difference was that I double folded it. Nabi
# said, “Its softness prevented me from the night salah.” When
Nabi # said, “Its softness prevented me from the night salah,” then
what is the condition of everyone else.

There is a need for us to keep before ourselves the lifestyle of Nabi
#. In eating, drinking, clothing and in all our matters we should

endeavour to be simple.

INCREASING OUR SALARY IS NOT WITHIN OUR
CONTROL

Keep your necessities according to your earnings. What happens
today? During your student days, your necessities are amplified.
When your salary is then not enough, you take loans from people.

In this way, you fulfil your material needs. Amongst our akabir was
Moulini Asadullah Saheb, one of the senior khulfi of Hadrat
Thanwi, the nizim of Mazihirul Ulim. Our Mufti Saheb used to
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always quote his one statement, “Brothers! See! Increasing our
salary is not within our choice, however reducing our needs is
within our control.” When we cannot increase our salary, then
reduce our needs so that the opportunity of asking others does not
arise.

I remember regarding our honourable ustddh, Hadrat Mufti Said
Palanpuri that when he was teaching in Rander, then at times it
would happen so that his salary would be used up before the end of
the month. Hadrat would not take a loan from anyone. He would
stop having tea. He would say, “There is no harm. I will not drink
tea for the last five days.” There was no talk of taking a loan.

We should build up our temperament likewise. There is a need for
us to curb our necessities, so that such opportunities do not arise
where we have to ask. Then only can one fulfil his dini services

with complete honour and respect.

THE HUMILITY OF NAB{ #

Tawidhu needs to be imbibed. What was the condition of the
humility of Nabi #? He # would participate in janazahs, he #
would visit the ailing. His conveyances were very simple. You will
see the quality of humility glaring in every aspect. Nabi # would
dislike being distinguished from others. Hadrat Sheikh has written,
“Once on a journey, the sahibah were discussing preparation of
food. One sahébi said, “I will slaughter the animal.” Another said,
“I will skin it.” Nabi # said, “I will gather the firewood.” The
sahibah < said, “O messenger of Allah! We will gather it.” Nabi #
answered them, “I also know that you will gather it
enthusiastically, however I do not like to remain distinguished

amongst you.”
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Our condition is such that even if no one makes us distinct, we
forcefully try to sit on the heads of people. O brothers! For what
purpose have we studied all of this? We must keep all of these

points in mind.
THE METHOD TO CREATE LIFE IN OUR EFFORTS

Study the ibadat of Nabi #. See how much of importance he gave
to his salah and especially the saldh of the night i.e. tahajjud. I will
definitely say to you honourable graduates, “Regard tahajjud to be
fardh upon yourself.” As long as you do not wake up at night in the
worship of Allah ¥ and you do not cry before him, there will be
no life in your efforts. Therefore, be punctual on the dbikr of Allah,
tilawat, dul, tasbihit, etc. three, four or five hours must be utilized
for this- then only will life be created in your other works.

REMAIN AWARE OF THE CONDITIONS OF YOUR
FRIENDS

In Shamail, Nabi #’s condition has been mentioned that he ¥ used
to be aware of the condition of people. Today we are aware of the
condition of people, but in which matters we are supposed to be
informed we do not know. It is mentioned regarding Nabi
d"w‘ ‘;9 s u»\:J\ JLm.gj dloeo! Addy
Nabi %% would remain informed of the condition of his
companions. Therefore we too should be aware and informed of
the condition of our students. We should be engaged in reforming
them. We should also be aware of conditions afflicting the people.
4y 5zl ol g gk g ! e 9

If there exists any good quality in the people, then we should
encourage him further. “Brother, we have heard that you have
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commenced some good work. You have established a committee to
administer medication to the sick. This is very good. You must
continue and endeavour to progress.” If any evil is being
committed, then immediately discuss it and endeavour to stop it
and eradicate it.

SHORT LECTURE FOR JUMUAH

Today in the Jumuah lectures, there is so much of indulgence in
unnecessary talks. All superfluous incidents are mentioned. A
lecture of one to one and a half hour takes place. Some even exceed
the amount of time given.

An incident took place in a certain area of Baruch many years ago.
The time of Jumuah was at 1:30. However a certain moulvi sahib
used to give such a long lecture that at times he would only end at
2:00 or even 2:30. Then he would commence the khutbah. Due to
this, many people would arrive late. Once it so happened that this
moulvi sahib was not present. Another moulvi sahib came to lead
the saldh. He performed the khutbah at the correct time i.e. 1:30.
The result of this was that the people who used to come late arrived
at 2 o’ clock only to find that the Jumuah was over.

Therefore when a masjid has a fixed time, then we should not
delay. One’s lecture should remain within the limited time. There
is no need to have a very long bayin before Jumuah. Fifteen,
twenty or twenty five minutes is sufficient. It should not be longer
than this. In fact, some of our elders have prohibited it. See
Ahsanul-Fatawi. Mufti Rashid Ahmad Saheb has written, “Due to
this, there is a deficiency in the ma’milit of Jumuah.” Anyhow,
nowadays, no-one even fulfils these ma militr. This is a platform to
convey matters of din, so there is no problem. The important point

is that one must make mention of necessary and basic matters. For
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this, one should mention the Quran, ahidith and the statements of
our elders. There is no need to mention all lengthy incidents and
redundant speech.

In the madrasah anjuman, to fulfil your responsibility, you had
built this temperament that you had to speak within a frame limit
of five minutes. So I don’t know from where you are bringing all of
this unnecessary talk. If this is your temperament now, and you can
only speak to the general masses in this way, then don’t speak. Call

another person, who will convey some beneficial message.

Today people are literate and are filled with worldly knowledge. If
you speak on superfluous matters and incidents, they will say,
“Does this moulvi sahib know anything else?”

An incident took place in South Africa. Once, a moulvi sahib was
delivering a lecture. It seemed as if his lecture would never come to
an end. An old man, who had a lot of love for ulami remarked,
“Whatever the moulvi sahib knows, he is uttering it today.” So this
should not be our attitude.

An istiftd (question) came to us from some revenue office. ‘One
imam sahib makes long dui after the Jumuah salah. He was asked
not to do so. He was told, “Brother! This is the revenue office
headquarters. People working in the office come here. The
Muslims in the office take leave to perform their Jumuah saldh.”
However this moulvi sahib is not prepared to budge. What should
be done?”

Therefore we should see the type of people who are coming for

Jumuah saldh. We should be considerate of them. By acting as
mentioned above, we will be creating hatred in their hearts. What
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will be the result of this? When you have been informed and still
too you do jot reform yourself, then people will leave this masjid
and proceed to another. Many people then go to Barelwi masjids.
You are the one who was the cause for them going there. Therefore
this way is incorrect. Work should be done according to principles.

TAKING EXTRA TIME FOR A LECTURE IS KHIYANAT
(BREACH OF TRUST)

Hadrat Moul4na Abrarul Haqq Saheb Hardoi 4: used to say, “If
you have announced that the lecture will be for five minutes, then
to take a sixth minute is a breach of trust.” The reason for this is
that at times a person will hear your announcement. He had five
minutes to spare. His work was to commence after ten minutes. He
hears and understands that the lecture will terminate in five
minutes. Therefore he sits. Now when you take extra time, you
have made khiyanat of his time. the object of what I am saying is
that all these things are not correct. You should understand the
circumstances of the people and speak accordingly. Regarding Nabi
#, the following has been narrated
Toheoy of 1ohdhy OF Blses iy ¥ Cikises o oY) Jukans

All Nabi42’s matters were based on moderation. Nabi#’s times
were fixed. He was not unmindful of people.

This thought is also incorrect that only if I am asked by people, I
will inform them. No brother! You have to be aware of the
conditions of people. If they are doing something wrong, then you
have to correct them with love in a suitable manner. In general
advising, the manner of Nabi # was to explain with lot of

gentleness. There is also no harm in narrating those statements of

Page | 31



Nabi # in which there was some harshness. However in individual
advising, there must be extreme gentleness.

ABSTAIN FROM HITTING CHILDREN

Forget acting harsh and beating children whilst teaching. The
Qurin declares,

i oo b I ke 8 55 1 e
When I read this verse in such a gathering, then many moulvis feel
bad. “O Nabi #! Only due to the mercy of Allah ¥, you are soft.
If you are uncouth and hard-hearted, then all the people will run
away from you.”
Who can possess more love for Nabi # than the sahabah «:? Then
too the Quran Sharif declares - they will leave you and go away.
Due to the disorder of a man’s temperament, even those who love
him are prepared to leave him. Therefore we should deal gently
with young children. Hadrat Aisha <% says that Nabi # never hit
any slave, woman or animal with his hands.
I ask, “Where have you learnt this point that knowledge will come
by hiding? You will say, “We learnt that

Olzwd! @ sLdlS Olmall &,

I say, “Forget all that.” Nowadays people complain: See! In the
English schools, the non-Muslim teachers teach with so much of
love.”
Brothers! This is their occupation and they earn thousands of
rupees for teaching. This I am only saying in your defence.
However the correct thing is to teach with compassion and
softness.
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NEED FOR TRAINING FOR THE MUDARRISIN
(TEACHERS)

Today there are different methods of teaching in various areas.
This is the era of tahqiqét (research). New research is being done all
the time. At certain places, the Kapodra method is being used. In
other places, the Nurini-qiidah method is utilized. I say, “You
should be aware of all these methods. The reason for this is that
you are a teacher. You should know all the varios methods. You
should then teach your students according to the method which is
most appropriate for them. Today the people of knowledge are
invited to learn these various methods. They feel it as a challenge to
their honour. They remark, “Have we wasted our nine years?”
Oyerty 41y Gy 41 §)

Is this sensible?

Today even expert doctors and specialists regard this necessary.
Some are eye specialists, some are heart specialists. However you
will read in the papers, “We announce that a certain clinic will be
closed for so many days.” When asked the reason, they state that
they are going to America to acquire more knowledge and to gain
more experience. These people state this in the newspapers. No one
regards it to be a disgrace. Your name is not appearing in any
newspaper, then too you regard it to be humiliation. A believer is
supposed to be always thirsty for knowledge.

You may have heard: In our surrounding villages, some time ago,
this point of training was placed before the mudarrisin. They
regarded it to be a dishonour. All of them resigned, whereas this is
contrary to Islamic teachings. We should be ready to learn at all
times.
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Wisdom is the lost possession of a believer. Wherever he finds it, he has

a greater right to it.
For example, if our pen is missing, and we happen to see it on the
road, do we ask people, “Must I take it or not?” In fact, we will
immediately place our hands forward and take it, since we know
that it is our pen. If someone stops us, we will fight with him,
saying that it is ours. In this way, any beneficial speech and work is
our lost possession. Wherever we find t, we should take it. In this
matter, there is a need for a lot of attention.

ABSTINENCE FROM CRICKET

A special thing written about Nabi # is:

dring Y Les g S Y19 sl pdl SN 0 s D5 3
Nabi # kept himself away from three things: 1) fighting 2.) futile
discussions and speech 3.) futile actions.

Today in the villages when different cricket tours take place, then
our graduates also participate. The greatest experts are the moulvis.
They are in charge of all decisions. Our hearts are brimming with
the love of the cricketers. I feel that the love for these cricketers are
much more than the love of AllAh # and Rasululldh #%. Must I
show you my proof? If any person says something incorrect
regarding din, then ones honour does not flare up. However if one
word is spoken against a certain cricketer, then one is prepared to
lift his sleeves and fight. Is this not proof that love for the cricketer
is much more in the heart? And that his heart is overflowing with
love for the cricketer? Then one imitates the cricketer in his speech,

in his walk and in every matter.
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Who are these cricketers? Most of them are non-Muslims. Those
who are Muslims are fisiqs and fijirs (open sinners). The Quran
Karim states
30 ¢ 8aas sl Gl Jy 15855 93
“Do not incline to those who have oppressed themselves (i.e. the
disbelievers and sinners), otherwise the Fire of Jahannum will touch

»

you.

For such people, there is fear of an evil end. Therefore, there is a
great need for us to abstain from this.

I say to all students and people of knowledge, “Today in our
society, the greatest ulcer is a cricket match.” Firstly save ourselves
and secondly, save the youngsters of the ummah from this. In fact,
it has not remained confined to the youngsters. The old people are
two steps ahead of the youngsters in this frenzy. Therefore proceed
to save the ummah from this curse. This is such a sickness that we
have become trapped in. when we have departed from the road,
then how can we guide others?

oS b I e 0 > Sl 0713

Today our condition is such that we are two steps ahead of the
common people in cricket. How then can we guide the ummah?
Therefore we must abstain from it. Inform the people of its harms.
There is so much worldly and religious loss, as well as monetary
and physical harm. Inform people of all this. Stay away from such

evil and endeavour to stop others.

RESPONSIBILITY OF TA’LIM AND TARBIYAT OF
STUDENTS AND ENTIRE TOWN’S PEOPLE

Wherever you are serving, keep contact with the people of the
entire area. Make an effort to utilize every minute correctly. Do not
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suffice on teaching Quran Sharif to the children who come to the
maktab. Make effort for their full ta’lim and tarbiyat. It is also
necessary to teach them good morals, the etiquettes and duas of
cating, drinking, sleeping, walking, etc. then correct their beliefs
and thoughts. See if their nails and hair are cut or not. If they are
not, then inform them. Is their clothing correct or not? Guide
them if their clothing is not proper. Inform them of all these

matters.

Besides this, pay attention to the correct performance of saldh of
the bigger people in the masjid. Make effort to teach them correct
recital of the Quran Sharif and masiil. The meaning of tazkiyah
(purify) in the words w45 refers to purifying them from all types of
filth; filth in beliefs, filth in actions and filth in character. We
should attempt to remove all these.

Today in the newspapers such discussions are deliberated on, which
places the iman of a believer in danger. Our Muslim youngsters are
not aware of it. Therefore if such an issue is brought up,
immediately we should mention the Islamic teachings. Inform the
people. See! When there is a solar eclipse, then in the supplement
of the Gujarat newspapers the following is written that on the
occasion of a solar eclipse, such and such actions should be done.
Two pages of the paper are filled with such news whereas this is all
falsehood. It has no reality. However those people inform those
who have faith in them. What instruction and teachings did Nabi
# convey to us on the occasion of a solar eclipse? We do not go
forward to inform our people, whereas two days earlier the fact that
there will be a solar eclipse is already mentioned in the newspapers.
If this is not our negligence, then what is it? It is necessary for us to
inform the people what is the Islamic teachings on such occasions.
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In fact, you should formally arrange for the performance of salih
for the solar eclipse. “We will read the saldh. We request you to
attend. Dud will take place.” In this way, people must be attended
to. In every matter, we must be very alert as to how can we enliven
the teachings of Nabi #2. Be aware of the people’s condition at all
times. Become one who stops from evil and invites to good.

WARN STUDENTS OF BEING UNMINDFUL

And I also say to the students, “See! The era of your student days is
one of inattentiveness. During the eight to ten years you reside in
the madrasah, there is so much of carelessness. When you graduate
from madrasah and leave its four walls, then only will you come to
know. Here in the madrasah, the environment is so conducive.
This will only be realized after graduating. I always say to those
who have graduated and departed, “What should a student do
whilst in the madrasah?” inform your friends who are still studying
in the madrasah, try to open their eyes now. “Brother! At the
moment, you do not know the type of people you are going to
encounter the day you depart from here. People are not prepared to
forgive even one error or lapse from your side. Here are our
asatidhah. If they have to correct you, then you feel bad and act
proudly. You are not prepared to bear any punishment meted out
to you. However, the people you will encounter outside are so
merciless that they will not be prepared to forgive even one error of
yours in any condition.” Inform them of all these matters, since
they still have an opportunity. Say, “We did not do good, however
we are warning you. Therefore, you people should be cautious

from now.

Page | 37



ALL FALSE GROUPS IN THE FORM éu>15 dls iS00

One other important point: It is of utmost importance to be
conscious of the erroneous factions. In many villages of Gujerat
where there is no maktab system, Qadiyanism has penetrated there.
You should be very alert of this Qadiyanism. Bareilwism is on the
increase. We do not even know what and what is happening.
Regarding these matters, you are more geared up than me. In the
same manner, youngsters are being deceived under the name of
ghair-muqallidiyat and salafism. Now there is Shism and
Perwezism. We should be fully aware of all these erroneous factions
and inform the people. People should be formally taught so that
they can save themselves as well as others. In this line also, you

have to make great effort.

When you Hadarit arrived here, you were handed a form. Fill it
and openly inform your asitidhah what difficulties and obstacles
you are faced with. We encounter such people who do such
actions, that we do not know how to answer them. Inform us how
to do the work. In this regard, what kind of preparations should we
make?

Remember one point that the method of teaching and tarbiyat
which has been established through the blessings of our elders and
via them, is fulfilling the work of correct din. In contrast to this, all
the forces of bitil (falsehood) become united as per the hadith
surlg a1 You will see that QAdiyanis at times are with the
Barelwis, and at times with the ghair mugqallid. They all desire that
the Deobandis should be expelled. They also realize that if this
group is destroyed, their work will be done. Barelwis regard
Qadiyanis to be disbelievers. However they partner themselves
together against us. Both these groups unite to fight against us.
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Therefore, recognise status and prepare accordingly. Falsehood is
spreading very rapidly with strength. All the means of publications
have strengthened them. We should prepare accordingly. May
Allah ¥ grant all of us the ability and good fortune of practising.
Amin.
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O Allah! All these graduates who have studied and departed from here
have gathered today. O Allah, grant in the most perfect manner the
objectives, aims, benefits and profits kept in mind when planning this

gathering. O Allah! Grant those who have come here the ability to
understand the importance of this gathering, and embed these points in

the head and minds of those who are here! O Allah! Grant those who
have come the ability to leave with a renewed fervour, zeal, passion
and desire. Remove the obstacles in their path and make all their
difficulties easy. Guide them, help and assist them. Protect them from
all trials. Suffice them for their necessities. O Allah! Protect them
totally from becoming the target of others.
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LETTER OF SHAYKH UL HADITH HADRAT
MAULANA MUHAMMAD ZAKARIYYA .

In 1398 hijri, Hadrat Sheikul-hadith Moulin4 Muhammad
Zakariyya .#: wrote this valuable letter to the asitidha, supervisors
and employees of Mazahirul-Ulim, which is of great benefit for all

those connected to madrasahs. This letter has been translated from
the kitdb “Lamhae-fikriyyah.”

To the respectable teachers and employees at Madrasah Mazihirul-
Ultim: After the masniin salaam;

I will narrate some extremely important and necessary points,
statements of our elders and their incidents which I have heard and
seen. For greater magnitude, I will also mention a few special and
significant actions which I witnessed my elders holding onto with
great importance and punctuality:

1.) Be extremely cautious with regards to monetary matters and
dealings of the madrasah.

I have seen all our elders always being very cautious and afraid in
dealings and monetary matters of the madrasah. The statement of
Hadrat Aqdas Qudwatul-AtqiyA Hadrat Mouland Shah Abdur-
Rahim Saheb (i 4} 4en ) is very famous and has been heard many
times, “I do not fear for anything as I fear for the money matters of
the madrasah. The reason for this is that if a person is working for
some-one and he misappropriates, then he can be forgiven by those
in charge, or else at the time of death, he can ask for forgiveness
from the owner, and be forgiven. However there is no way to ask
for forgiveness from madrasah funds, since so many people have
donated to it.”
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We, the administrators of the madrasah, are mere trustees. We have
no right to forgive on behalf of others. If at times, for the benefit
and expedience of the madrasah, we overlook the
misappropriation, embezzlement or the destruction of rights, then
we have hope in the Being of Alldh ¥ that we will not be taken to
task. However, if not for the benefit of the madrasah, but due to
our connections we overlook, then we will be an accomplice in the
crime. Therefore, we do not have the right to just forgive, nor will
our forgiveness hold any weight.

2.) Be especially mindful of the madrasah times. In this line, the
benefit of the madrasah should be kept in front. Here a few
incidents will be mentioned:

a.) It was the practise of Hadrat Aqdas Moulind Muhammad
Mazhar =S &) 4es ) the founder of the madrasah, that during
sabaq times, if any person would come to meet him due to a
personal relationship, then Hadrat would immediately write the
time utilized for speaking to him on a page and keep this page
safely in his kitdb. He would continue noting this down till the end
of the month. At the end of the month, he would add up all the
minutes and include it in the time he had taken leave. For example,
if the combined time was two hours, he would write that he had
taken half day leave. If the time was more, then he would write that

he had taken leave for a full day.

b.) Similarly, Hadrat MoulanA Ahmad Ali Saheb =i 4l 4es
(amongst the founders of the madrasah) was not an employee of
the madrasah. Once, he went to Calcutta for collection for building
the old madrasah. I myself read in the record register for journeys
wherein he had written, “I went to one place in Calcutta to meet
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an acquaintance. Even though a lot of money was collected there,
but my intention for going there was not for collection, therefore
my expenses for going there must be deducted from the madrasah
expenses and included in my personal expenses.”

c.) I have personally heard via two sources regarding Hadrat Aqdas
Moul4na Khalil Ahmad Saharanptri ¢ that he got up from the
madrasah carpet and sat in another place to meet one of his family
members. When his relative insisted on him to sit on the carpet,
Hadrat Sahdranptri 24 said, “The madrasah has given this carpet
so that lessons could be imparted on it. It has not been given for

personal use.”

Similarly, on the occasion of the annula jalsah, Hadrat Saharanp/iri
=il 4es ) would eat with the guests. This is my personal
observation that I never saw Hadrat consuming the food or tea of
the madrasah. This was not exclusive to Hadrat only. Hadrat
Moulini Iniyat Ali Saheb, Moulini Abdul Latif Saheb and other
elders of the madrasah, who were all the time engaged in the jalsah
work, would stay away from the madrasah food and tea as one stays
away from ndpak (impure) things. Never mind this, Moulina
Zuhtrul Haq Saheb, the previous head of the kitchen, was so
cautious that he would not even taste the salt in the food, but
would ask a student to taste it.

d.) During the era of my father (MoulainA Muhammad Yahy4
Saheb (23 4l 4es ) there was no system of a kitchen as there is
nowadays. At times, due to family members not being present,
food would be sent from the cook’s house, a person called Ismail.
In the winter months, the food would solidify. After Magrib, the
pot of gravy would be placed, not inside the hammam (hot baths),
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but outside. Due to the heat emitting from there, the food would
become hot. Just because my respected father had taken benefit
from the madrasah fire, he would give two or three rupees or books
to that value, saying, “I have taken benefit from the madrasah fire.”
How sad that we are now hearing so many complaints regarding
some administrators and employees that they regard themselves
more worthy than those who are deserving. I become extremely
perturbed and sad. I think to myself, “What a world of difference is
there between the two!”

Remember well that the wealth of the madrasah is wagf Allah ¥ is
extremely forgiving and merciful with regards to His rights, but He
is extremely just with regards to the rights of servants (hiqiqul-
ibad). Therefore I request you with great emphasis, that you should
not be negligent with regards to the madrasah times, money, etc.
thus creating the means for our destruction. This reality is open to
all that most of our problems come about because of negligence in
madrasah rights, due to which this useless one is always concerned.
Similarly, it is my constant observation that a person who has taken
leave for some fictitious sickness, then he will definitely become ill.
This is not all. Much more money that was saved by his false leave
will be spent in medication. Therefore, I sincerely appeal to you
that may Allah #& grant you special concern for this.

My friends! The only giver is One Master. For His sake, the more
cautious one is, He will give in place of it much more. This will be
very beneficial for you.

After this short letter, I again sincerely and vigorously request you,

“Friends! If you want goodness and success, look at the wealth of
the madrasah - the time of the madrasah for which a salary is taken
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is to a greater extent included therein — with the following
meditation

s g ke A o JB LS 51 JU1 BB Wlocall il
Experience it for yourself. The more a person safeguards the money
of the madrasah, in which madrasah time is included, the happier
and comfortable he will be. Show this letter to all the teachers and
employees.
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THE ADVICE OF HADRAT MAULANA
FAKHRUDDIN SAHIB ;4
(Shaikhul Hadith of Dérul “Uliim Deoband for + 40 years
& the Choice Student of Shaikhul Hind ..4:)
To Hadrat Maulan4 ‘Abdulhamid Ishiq Sahib wgSy cws

(Extracted from the book, “Gift to the ulama”)

Dear Molvi ‘AbdulHamid Sahib! I would like to render some
advice to you, which if practised upon, will ensure you success of

this worldly life as well as the life hereafter. {Insha Allah}

» The first advice is this that you give priority to ikhlis (sincerity)
in every action of yours. Whatever action you do, be conscious
of lilléhiyat (i.e. doing it solely for the pleasure of Alldh). There
should be no worldly benefit or motive in it, although these
things will continue presenting themselves spontaneously.
However, your objective should never be that of acquiring this
dunyi (world). You should continue with good work and
actions solely for the pleasure of Allah 4.

» You should firmly hold onto tauhid (oneness of Allah) which is
the fundamental principal (of Islam). You should never ascribe
any form of shirk (polytheism) to the Being, attributes or actions
of Allah % at any time. Allah %
(Ambiya ¥<8) for the guidance of mankind and protected them

has selected his chosen servants

from all forms of impurities (sins). It is possible that they may
err, but it was not possible that they commit any type of sins —
major or minor. They were completely pure from sin. Allah %
commanded them to guide mankind. In order to fulfil this
command, they underwent all forms of difficulties, hardships
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and suffering without being fretful and concerned of their own
lives or protection of their bodies so that a better pathway may
open up for the Ummah, which they accept. For this, they
endured great difficulties and hardships at the hands of their
nations and from amongst these nations, after these sufferings,
there were some fortunate people whose eyes opened who then
accepted, practised upon the advice of these Messengers %8 and
became close to Allah 4.

» Allah % did not grant the Nabi (Prophet) the rights and duties
of Lordship (i.e. of Allah). The rights and duties of Alldh %
solely belongs to Allah #. The Nabi is only a means of
conveying the orders of Allah % to the creation. Not more than
that. Whoever accepts will be fortunate and the one who rejects
will be unfortunate. The Nabi was not responsible for more
than this. Miracles were not in their control and power. On the
contrary, when Alldh % intended to verify and prove the
truthfulness of a Nabi in a particular matter, Allah would cause
a miracle to become apparent on his hands. The kardmar
(supernatural feats) of the Auliyi (Pious) are in actual fact the
miracles of the Nabi. In other words, through the agency and
blessings of the Ambiy4 they achieve that kardmdit, as the
(literal) meaning of kardmit is ‘honour’. Allah 4 grants honour
to those people who fully obey the Ambiy4 %8 and part of that
honour is that Allah # causes such supernatural feats to become
apparent at the hands of the Auliyd which other people of that
era are incapable of presenting. These kardmat, also, is not in
their control just as miracles are not in the control of the

Ambiya. All this is from Alldh
definite and unchangeable aqidah (belief), in terms of ‘amal

%. After understanding this

(practice) the following is worthy and deserving of advice.
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» You should recite Qur’an and together with this recitation
you should study the authentic translation of the Qur’an by
Shaikhul Hind rabmatullihi alaih or the ‘Bayinul Qur'an’ of

Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rabmatullihi alaib and explain the
very same to the people. This is the first stage of the guidance

of people through you.

» Your actions need to serve as a model and example for the
people so that by seeing your actions they may understand that
these are the teaching of Islam. Your dress, appearance, manner
of speech and code of conduct should all conform to Shari’ah.
Never should words of pride and arrogance ever emanate from
your tongue, but infact you should regard yourself as the lowest
compared to others. You should regard yourself as a khidim
(servant) and not a makhdim (one who is served). My duty is
to serve people. If khidmat is taken from me, than this is Allah’s
favour that this work is being taken from me. I am not doing
any favour to others.

» Respecting one’s seniors and showing mercy and compassion to

one’s juniors, this is extremely important.

» Confer ibsin (kindness and benevolence) to all, whether they are
humans or animals, ones own or strangers, supportive or
opposing. hsin is that quality which will transform an enemy
into a friend and an antagonist into a supporter. This kindness
can be in the form of monetary help or physical assistance.
Somebody is afflicted with some difficulty and you helped him
out of it or somebody is in need of financial help and you
assisted him. These are all types of 7hsin which are mentioned in
detail in the AhAadith, which you have studied. So practice
accordingly.
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Another point is this that you should stipulate a time when
people are free. For example after Maghrib or after ‘Ishi. At
such a time you should explain and render an authentic

translation of a book of Hadith to the people. However you
should not discuss those masdil in which there is ikbtildf
(difference of opinion), nor should you revile and condemn
anyone, nor should anyone’s actions be criticised. You should
not discuss any of this but rather be conscious of your objective
and ponder that Alldh % has chosen me for this work.
Therefore all my time should only be utilised for the khidmat of
Din no matter how much of difficulties and hardships I am
faced with. Keep in mind how many difficulties and hardships
the Ambiya alaihimus salém were afflicted with and how they
accomplished their work. If you will perform your duties in this

manner that after the Fajr Salah you render translation of the
Qur’in and in the evenings at any stipulated time you explain
one or two Ahidith, besides those Ahadith in which there is
ikhtildf, by which they may be reformed.

If somebody criticizes you or raises an objection and you desire
to argue and debate with him, than never do so. Besides harm,
there is no other outcome of debating and arguing. It will only
create a stir amongst people but people will not understand your
point. There will be no other benefit besides deviation. Never
debate! Inform the person that this is the sunnah way. If you
want, accept it otherwise you are responsible. I am not fighting
with you, nor am I forcing the issue upon you, nor am I

prepared for a debate.

Never be part of any such gathering in which there are
munkarit (objectionable, and forbidden things), whether that
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gathering apparently seems to be a Shari’ gathering or any other
gathering.

» Similarly, never accept an invitation for meals at any such place
where there are munkarit. For example if there is liquor on the
dastarkbin (dinning cloth) or there are pictures of animate
objects there. Do not go. Present an excuse that I am agitated
and disturbed by these things. I am fearful of destroying my
dkhirah, therefore excuse me from attending. No matter how
bad you think of me, I am prepared to accept it. Family
members utter these types of statements and place a lot of
pressure to do things which are contrary to Shari’ah. Do not
concede to their demands, but rather tell them: “Leave me to do
as | please. The way I understand the Shar’ah, I will practice
accordingly. My actual desire is that you also act accordingly.
However if you do not want to act accordingly, I will make du’a
for you that Allah % grants you steadfastness and grants you
death on #mdn. 1 will only make du’a for you and will never
make bid-du'd (curse) for you no matter how you conduct
yourself towards me. The only thing you can do is to boycott
me and nothing else. Therefore it does not concern me. I will,
according to my ability, convey the truth without any
argumentation or quarrels. To accept or reject, this is your
prerogative. The Ambiyad % also did not force anyone to
accept. All they did was: conveying the truth. Fortunate were
those who accepted and those that rejected harmed themselves”.

» This is my final advice that you adorn yourself with the jewel of
Sharf’ah. Assist and make khidmat of the poor according to your
means and ability. Render them all forms of help, whether it be
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financial aid, physical help, or by the tongue. In short, render all
forms of help. Always give preference to the poor and never
have any expectations from the rich. If the rich do come then
niirun ‘ald nir (very good), and if not, then do not run behind
them. The result of continuous association with the rich is the
destruction of one’s dkhirah. On the contrary, the benefit of
associating with the poor is that the poor person will make du 4
for you and the du i of the poor is more likely to be accepted as
their hearts are dejected, hence the du’4 he will make will be
with sincerity. Thus you will achieve the benefits of this world
as well as benefit of the hereafter.
ol Sy dl el OV Ulges T
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ADVICES TO GRADUATES BY HADRAT MOULANA
ABDULHAMID ISHAQ (DAMAT BARAKATUHU)

(EXTRACTED FROM YEARBOOK 1433)
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ADVICES TO GRADUATES BY HADRAT MOULANA
FADHLUR RAHMAN AZMI (DAMAT BARAKATUHU)

(EXTRACTED FROM YEARBOOK 1433)
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ADVICES TO GRADUATES BY HADRAT MUFTI SAEED
MOTARA SAHEB (DAMAT BARAKATUHU)
(EXTRACTED FROM YEARBOOK 1433)
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ADVICES TO GRADUATES BY HADRAT MOULANA
QARI ISMAIL ESSACK SAHIB (RAHIMAHULLAHU)
(EXTRACTED FROM YEARBOOK 1433)

Advices of Hasan Basri - Qur'anic Understanding and Thinking
and Quranic Character

It is only the favour of Allah ¥ upon us that He has blessed us
with knowledge of His Deen, the pivot of which is the Quran.
Allah ¥ has, in the Qurin, given us guidelines to every aspect of
our lives. It is a solution to every problem we will face in our lives.
It is unfortunate, however, that we have taken the Qur’an to be
merely another book, and have thus neglected it whether it might
be with regards to its Tilaawat (recitation) or more importantly
with regards to its message, which we have not pondered over, nor
practiced upon. Consider the advices of the great Tabi'ee Hadhrat
Hasan Basri:

"In this day and age, children and youngsters recite the Quran
who have no knowledge of its meaning. They themselves are
becoming habitual of being neglectful of Islamic law, whereas Allah
& has stated in the Quran "This (Quran) is a blessed book that we
have revealed to You (O Rasulullah) so that the people may ponder
over its verses". The reality of the matter is that those people who
ponder over its meaning are its true followers. Allah #& knows what
I'm saying, so listen attentively! The Quran is not just the
memorization of a few words, whereas its commands are not being
acted upon. This has reached such a level that sometimes a Hafiz or
a Qari says in an arrogant manner “I have recited the whole Quran
and I have not missed out a single letter even by mistake, whereas
in the sight of Allah #&, he has left out the whole Quran. Neither

do you see any Qur'anic character in him, nor do you see any
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Qur'anic practice. The condition of their pride is such that some of
them even say "I have read a whole chapter in one single breath".
By Allah, such Huffaz are neither true Qurra, nor are they wise,
nor are they Allah fearing.""

Now it is up to us to bring the teachings of the Quran into our
lives and reflect on the great message of the Quran, thereby
becoming Ulama, Huffaz and Qur'ra in the true sense of the word.
May Allah #& bless us with the ability to implement the above
teachings. (Amin)

(These advices were hand written and given to a final year student
(1431) exactly a week before the demise of Qari Sahib 8. The
student was instructed by Qari Sahib to write an introduction to

these advices and a conclusion.

We express sincere remorse and regret over the sad demise of
Hadhrat Qari Sahib, He was a Father to us away from home. We
ask Allah ¥ to fill his gabar with Noor, accept His services to
Deen, make us worthy students of His and grant His family
patience, with the greatest of rewards. (allall 2, L Ol
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