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In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful Most
Compassionate.

By the fig, and the olive.
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By this city of security (Makkah).
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In Search of Mount Tur

Introduction

About 200 years after Nabi Isa 2, an area of Old Egypt, today
known as The Sinai Desert was declared by Helena, the mother of
Constantine, as the land of Mt Tir. In the map below, the spot
demarcated by Helena can be seen, located between Jubayl and Aba

Durbah.

AFRICA

Egypt
©GraphicMaps.com
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After fleeing Egypt for the first time and taking refuge in the land
of Madyan for ten years, Nabi Miisa &l set out for Egypt, with
the intention of visiting his mother. During the journey, he took a
wrong path and thus found himself at night far from any resting-
area. In search of someone to direct him, or at least some fire for
warmth and protection for his family, he proceeded in the direction
of what he thought to be a burning fire. It was as this spot, which
would come to be known as Mt Tiir, that he received his first

revelation.

On account of Helena’s demarcation of Mt Tir, the route that
historians would trace for the journey of Nabi Miisa #Zlie from
Madyan (which is on the top-right of the Gulf of Agaba) to Egypt
(which is on the left of the Gulf of Suez), would be around the tip of
the Gulf of Aqaba (near Elat), all the way down to the area ‘at-Tar’
then upwards to the tip of the Gulf of Suez, around it and then down

to Egypt.

Despite the area demarcated by Helena being close to 500 km off the
path from Madyan to Egypt, Christian historians, trusting Helena’s
demarcation, rarely questioned the need for Nabi Miisa Pzl
travelling so far off his path, i.e., instead of traversing a path
straight to Egypt, why did he instead travel all the way towards
Sharm el-Sheikh, and from there all the way back up towards the
tip of the Guld of Suez?
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In my book, ‘al-Agsd, Past, Present and Future’’, 1 have discussed
Helena’s insincerity to the Christian faith, and how she deviously
demarcated a fraudulent area as the blessed spot of al-Aqsa and its
rock. When she could lie regarding the rock of al-Aqsa and its
position, her being truthful in this instance should most definitely

be questioned.

If Helena’s demarcation of Mt Tir is ignored, the question would
then arise as to:

1. Where did Nabi Miisa ik receive his first revelation?

2. Whilst in Egypt, whenever he conversed with Almighty Allah,
where would that occur?

3. When he asked Almighty Allah to allow him a vision of His
blessed Being, on which mountain was he?

A short answer to this would be that the first revelation most
probably occurred on a mountain range, somewhere above Madyan
(on the eastern-side of the Gulf of Agaba); the conversations he
enjoyed with Almighty Allah, whilst in Egypt, would most probably
have occurred on the mountains of that area, known as Muqattam

(on the western-side of the Gulf of the Suez); and the conversation

' This book may be downloaded from the site: spirituallight.org.za
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in which he asked Almighty Allah to allow him a vision of His
blessed Being, that would have most probably occurred on a
mountain range, which appeared on his path towards the lands of
Sham and al-Agsa (north of the Gulf of Agaba).

In recent times, many Christian groups have begun admitting that
Helena’s demarcation had duped them for centuries, and that Mt

Tar and the Sinai desert is actually somewhere else.

? An example of an article which throws adequate light on this subject is
one that has been prepared by the Doubting Thomas Research
Foundation, a foundation set up to research Biblical history, reconciling
it with modern understandings of history and science.

(https://www.jabalmagla.com/timeline-tradition-mount-sinai/)

This article was published in no small part with the help of studies from
Joel Richardson, author of Mount Sinai in Arabia.

The theory that Mount Sinai is located in modern-day Saudi Arabia is
treated as a fairly new idea, but our research shows that there is a long
tradition in support of this theory. Evidence for this alternative theory is
substantiated by historical references and maps which are older than any
other tradition about the location of Mount Sinai.

The traditional location for Mount Sinai is at St. Catherine’s Monastery in
Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula. However, many researchers have been
disappointed with the lack of evidence at the site, resulting in dismissals



https://www.jabalmaqla.com/timeline-tradition-mount-sinai/
https://joelstrumpet.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Mount-Sinai-Arabia-Joel-Richardson/dp/1949729044
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of the credibility of the Exodus story or proposals for other Mount Sinai
candidates.

St. Catherine’s/Jebel Musa was established as a possible site by Helena
during her journey from the years A.D. 331-334. Traditions from Christian,
Jewish, and Islamic sources, as well as cartographers, explorers and
historians, state or infer that Mount Sinai is located in north-western
Saudi Arabia. These non-Biblical sources describe the mountain as “the
highest peak in the region” of Midian, an ancient land located in north-
western Saudi Arabia.

A review of these accounts shows that, even after the traditional location
was marked by Helena, a competing tradition placing Mount Sinai in
Arabia persisted.

The following sources are organized in chronological order and by
religion.

The oldest recorded transition pointing to Mount Sinai as being in Saudi
Arabia dates back to the 3rd century B.C., about 600 years before the St.
Catherine's tradition was established.

300 B.C. - 134 B.C. - The Septuagint

The Septuagint (the first known translation of the Original Hebrew
Pentateuch and following books, known as the Old Testament in the
Christian Bible) was translated and circulated among the Alexandrian
Jewish population.
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Dr. Allen Kerkeslager concluded in a scholarly study that the Septuagint
is among the oldest works to state that Mount Sinai is in north-western
Saudi Arabia.

The Septuagint says that Mount Sinai is near an ancient city named
Madyan, also spelled as “Madian” and “Madiam.”

20 B.C. - 40 A.D. - Philo Judaeus Of Alexandria

Philo was a Jewish philosopher who was alive in the time of Jesus and lived
in Alexandria, Egypt. Philo placed Mt. Sinai east of what is now Egypt’s
Sinai Peninsula, and south of Palestine. He used the Septuagint as his

exclusive source.
A.D. 93-94 - Josephus

Titus Flavius Josephus was a Romano-Jewish Scholar born in Jerusalem
and a well-respected source of history in the 1st century of the Church. In
his work The Antiquities of the Jews, Josephus confirms that Midian was
close to the Red Sea from when Moses meets with Jethro:

In his accounts, he mentions multiple times that Mount Sinai was the
highest peak in the region:

A.D. 260 - A.D. 339 - Eusebius Of Caesarea

In reference to Mount Horeb, which could arguably be adjacent to Mount

Sinai, he stated:

“The Mountain of God in the land of Madian. It lies beside Mount Sinai
beyond Arabia in the desert.”
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Propaganda supported this preposterous notion making it palatable
for generations thereafter, despite it being a view in conflict with
all the religious scriptures, and with logic itself, since that very area
was, during the era of Nabi Miisa i<, under the rule of the
Pharaoh. It was a land from which Nabi Miisa 3zl was fleeing,

not one towards which he was fleeing.

Unfortunately, due to the popularity of Helena’s proclamation, and
due to this land, i.e., the area between the Gulf of the Suez and
Arabia, being labelled on all present-day maps as ‘The Sinai Desert’,
even Muslim scholars of present times are found erring with
regards to the true location of Mt Tiir and blindly placing it in a land

where it is not.

In order to estimate an approximate location of Mt Tur,
understanding the route which the Banii Isr2’il took as they fled
from Fir‘awn would aid greatly. Unfortunately, in this regard too,
there exists great confusion amongst the Christian scholars. Thus,
before proceeding with identifying the lands of Mt Tir, a brief
discussion regarding the ‘Exodus’ (the departure of the Band Isra’il

from Egypt) is necessary.
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The Exodus

For centuries, the journey of Nabi Miisa 32, together with the
Bani Isra’l, from Egypt towards the blessed lands of Sham, has
caught the attention of researchers and scholars of all three
monotheist faiths, due to the position Nabi Miisa ¥z occupies in

all.

Much reference has been made towards this most unique historical
journey in the Glorious Qur’an, as well as in the previous scriptures.
Despite the vast volume of knowledge that has reached us today
regarding this journey, the exact route which the Bana Isra’il

followed has always been a point of uncertainty.

In recent years however, as archaeology has developed into a
recognized science, especially on account of the tools of discovery
which modern technology has provided, new research has begun in

an effort to locate this route.

The route that Bible commentators have for centuries accepted,
despite having no evidence to support it, has in recent times come
under great scrutiny, due to the non-existence of even a shred of
archaeological evidence along this path, whereas a journey of such
a huge number of people would surely have left behind something

of note.
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Zahi Hawass, an Egyptian archaeologist and formerly Egypt’s
Minister of State for Antiquities Affairs, said of the Exodus:

“Really, it’s a myth... Sometimes as archaeologists we
have to say that never happened because there is no

historical evidence.” ?

In order to understand why researchers question this route, a rough

sketch of this route shall first be required.

Routes Of The Banu Isra’il As Opined By Bible
Scholars.

Amongst the Bible commentators there exists great difference as
with regards to the exact route that the Banii Isra’ll took when they
left Egypt, especially with regards to the spot at which they crossed
the water, and where Fir‘awn and his army were drowned. Due to
the drowning of Fir‘awn being the most significant episode in the
history of the Bant Isra’il, one would have expected that this spot
be earmarked as a historical landmark, whereas that has for some

reason not been the case.

Then with regard to the location of Mt Sinai, towards which the

Banii Isra’l travelled after the drowning of Fir‘awn, which would be

* Slackman, Michael (3 April 2007). “Did the Red Sea Part? No Evidence,
Archaeologists Say”. The New York Times. Retrieved 27 October 2016.
[Wikipedia]



https://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/03/world/africa/03exodus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/03/world/africa/03exodus.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_York_Times
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the most important mountain for the Jewish people, here too over
thirteen possible spots have been discussed, which means that their
scholars are clueless as with regards to the exact location of the

mountain.

Such confusion generally arises due to alteration of texts,
adulterated translations and interpretation, and an exerted
attempt to prevent the truth from being disclosed. Below follows a
crux of two of the more famous views of present-day Bible

commentators and researchers regarding the route of the exodus:

Route 1: Through the Lake of Timseh (Lake of reeds)

usalem

The line in red indicates to route 1.

10
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According to the above, the journey began from Rameses (north of
Goshen). The city of Goshen® has been explicitly mentioned in the

Bible as the area wherein the Bant Isra’il resided.

Instead of continuing North, on the path marked out in black (the
way to the Land of the Philistines), they travelled South pass the
city of Succoth.

In the Bible [Exodus 13.18] the path taken has then been described

as ‘God led them in a roundabout way through the wilderness towards the

* The Land of Goshen (Hebrew Eretz GoSen) is named in the Bible as the
place in Egypt given to the Hebrews by the pharaoh of Joseph [Genesis
45:9-10], and the land from which they later left Egypt at the time of the
Exodus. It was located in the eastern Delta of the Nile.

In 1885 Edouard Naville identified Goshen as the 20th territorial division
of Ancient Egypt, located in the eastern Delta, and known as “Gesem” or
“Kesem” during the Twenty-sixth dynasty of Egypt (672-525 BC). It
covered the western end of the Wadi Tumilat, the eastern end being the
district of Succoth, which had Pithom as its main town, extended north as
far as the ruins of Pi Ramesse (the “land of Rameses”), and included both
crop land and grazing land. [Wikipedia]

The biblical Book of Exodus mentions “Ramesses” as one of the cities on
whose construction the Israelites were forced to labour [Exodus 1:11] and
from where they departed on their Exodus journey [Exodus 12:37 and
Numbers 33:3]. This Ramesses was identified by biblical archaeologists of
the nineteenth century with the Pi-Ramesses of Ramesses II. [Wikipedia]

11
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Red Sea’. Due to the Red Sea not being anywhere near to this route,
recent commentators of the Bible have explored the possibility of
the phrase ‘Yam Suph’ referring to ‘a sea of reeds’, instead of ‘The
Red Sea’, which had been the traditionally understood meaning for
centuries. The waters that the Bani Isra’il crossed, according to
this, would then have been one of the reed-framed lakes north of
the Red Sea, such as Lake Timseh, The Great Bitter Lake or The Little
Bitter Lake.

The map above shows Lake Timseh (just after Succoth) as the point
of ‘the great crossing’. After crossing at either Lake Timseh, or one
of the two lakes South of it, the route shown on the map shows the
Bant Isra’il travelling all the way South to what is shown as Mt

Sinai, and from there all the way North towards Jerusalem.

The objection that would obviously arise here is that if the army of
Fir‘awn had already been destroyed so close to Egypt, what was the
need now to travel all the way South from there and then to journey
back to the North. Easier options would have been to either return
to Egypt as victors or to travel directly to Jerusalem by moving
North. A route shown in black, labelled as ‘the way to Shur” would
have been the closest route to Jerusalem if their crossing point was
Lake Timseh. And if it was one of the two bitter lakes, lower South,

then the route labelled as ‘alternate Israelite route’, i.e., crossing

12
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the so-called ‘wilderness of Paran’, would have been the best

option.

Route 2: Through the Red Sea

1" s
Tradi Qa
of the Exodu

The journey begins at Memphis, towards Heliopolis. (Marked in
black on the map above, labelled as ‘alternate Israelite route’). The
crossing occurs south of The Little Bitter Lake, at the tip of the Gulf
of Suez, which is part of the Red Sea. The journey continues towards

what is marked on the map as ‘the wilderness of Paran’.

According to this theory, the location of Mt Sinai shall be

somewhere in the vicinity of ‘the wilderness of Paran’ and not

13
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towards the southern tip of ‘The Sinai Peninsula’. This theory shall
thus conform with what has been generally understood by the
traditional Jewish and Christian scholars that the crossing occurred
over the Red Sea, but at the same time it conflicts with what has

traditionally been understood by their scholars as Mt Sinai.

As can be clearly seen from the above the conflicting routes that
Bible scholars hold differ to great extents, making re-conciliation
impossible. Since they have no concrete evidence for any of their
views, the right to explore for alternate ‘possible’ routes should be
offered to others as well. As they are allowed to differ with each
other, and draw up routes in accordance to what they feel most
comfortable with, it is only fair that others too be given this

privilege.

Based upon this, I shall now pen down a ‘possible’ route of the
exodus, which I find myself inclined to. If correct, then it is from
Almighty Allah, and if incorrect, then I seek Almighty Allah’s
forgiveness for my errors and misjudgement, and ask that it be

viewed as an ‘Ijtihadi’ error.

In order to properly understand the exodus, it is imperative that
one first identifies the land that Nabi Miisa M2l reached after

crossing the sea. Our discussion shall thus begin from here.

14
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Journeying To ‘Where’? - Madyan

It is common knowledge amongst all, i.e., the Muslims, the
Christians and the Jews that when Nabi Miisa 32l fled Egypt,
after mistakenly killing a Coptic, the land to which he fled was

Madyan (Midian), north-west of the Arabian Peninsula

Fir‘awn held no authority over Madyan due to it being under the

ruling authority of the Canaanites.’

Present-day research indicates that Madyan was located close to
what is today known as al-Bad’, on the eastern shore of the Gulf of

Aqaba, approximately 200 km from the tip of the gulf.

The route that Nabi Miisa 3zl took to reach Madyan, when he
fled Egypt the first time, was based upon Divine Inspiration, due to

which he was able to avoid all Egyptian check-points.

When the time came for him to lead the Bani Isra’il out of Egypt, a
possible route could have been towards ‘the land of the Philistines’,
since it was the shortest path out of Egyptian domain, but as

mentioned clearly in the Bible, that path was avoided.

,,,,,

S 51 58 58 A48 i 1 4 3555 5055 els Sl 85 eodulaiOl el A 53
[eeadly o oIl G55
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[Exodus 13:17-18] - Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh
had let the people go, that God did not lead them by way
of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for
God said, ‘Lest perhaps the people change their minds
when they see war (i.e., the ‘Amaliqah who they would
have to fight against to gain entry into the promised
lands) and return to Egypt.” So, God led the people
around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea.

The next possible destination would be to travel to Madyan, due to
the protection it had once given him. Nabi Miisa 3zl was quite
familiar with the route to Madyan, due to traversing this path once

when he had fled to Madyan and once upon his return to Egypt.

Proofs Of Madyan Being The Land Towards Which
The Banii Isra’1l Fled:

Proof 1:
The Land Of Bal‘am Ibn Ba‘uarah - Madyan

After escaping from Fir‘awn, the Bani Isra’il passed Madyan.
According to a narration of Maik ibn Dinar, Nabi Miisa §zlice sent
one of the Banti Isra’l to invite them to the worship of one Allah.

The name of this man was Bal‘am ibn Ba‘arah.

This man was known to be one whose prayers were readily

accepted, on account of the knowledge he possessed regarding the

16
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Ism A‘zam (the Great name of Almighty Allah). Being enticed with
the wealth of the leader of the Midianites, he chose to join them and
abandon his religion. [Ibn Kathir]°

Almighty Allah discusses this incident in the Glorious Qur’an:

PV /”Z";/ 31{ s TN\ S e RS I C¢
Se 88 Bz 2 EE G A G 403 Gl 2 2 % (B )
.

“And recite to them the incident of the one who We had
given our signs, but he slipped away from it and instead

followed the devil, and thus fell into destruction.”

Other versions regarding him have also been quoted in the books of

Tafsir.

The point of note is that the area where this incident occurred has
been recorded as Madyan. Texts of the Bible also indicate towards

this.

&4 kA B35 650 W D2 585 ¢ Lol o3 s\ B OB 1)l 3 AU JB 0 ©

- 5 3
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Proof 2:

The Encounter Of The Bania Isra’ll With Idol-Worshippers In
The Lands Close To Madyan

After crossing the sea, one of the first localities the Banti Isra’il came
into contact with was an idol-worshipping nation. Seeing their
worship, some ignorant Isra’lli’s asked if they too could have an
idol. Nabi Miisa ®=liae was astonished at their ignorant request and

rebuked them severely.

Almighty Allah describes this incident in the Qur’an:

M2 o= 5 \y 2l L) s 635
= @)U gas s 16 53
[\WA Q\J.C;Y\]oé WA Z);XZ_;:-
“And when We took the Bani Isra’il across the ocean
they passed by a nation engrossed in the worship of

idols. They said, O Miisa, make for us a god similar to

their god.” He said, “You are indeed an ignorant nation!”

18
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In the Tafsir of this verse, Ibn Abi Hatim quotes Qatadah that the
nation that they passed was Lakhm.’

Abi Qudamah has narrated that he had heard Aba ‘Imran al-Jawni

saying,

“Do you know which nation it was which the Banii Isra’il
passed and found engrossed in idol-worship? It was

your nation, Lakhm and Judham!”®

Banii Lakhm and Banii Judham were two famous Arab tribes. The
area inhabited by the Banti Judham, as shown on the map below, is
on the right-hand side of the Gulf of Agaba, close to Madyan.

As for the Banu Lakhm (the Lakhmids), their ancestor, Qahtan,
created an Arab empire for them in Hira (near modern-day Iraq), as
shown on the map. Since Banii Lakhm and Bani Judham were

closely related, it is quite possible that certain groups of them lived

21501 4 52 Ll il 221 ) e 22 R0 Lt 0 55 i L gl A2
J6 50 02 F bl o3 B B6p ales 3 88 52 Bl s o
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close to the Banti Judham, and the Bant Isra’il thereby passed by
both tribes.

| (EmSre sy

(the Lakhmids)
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U Banu Kb | \ Sasaniyan

1 b (Sassanid Empire)
L/ s
I_r" Judham \ Bakr ibp wdi |
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The Great Crossing

After having understood that Madyan and its surrounds were the
focal center of all the activities of the Banii Isra’1l after they crossed
the ocean, and it was the direction of Madyan that Nabi Miisa ¥zl
intended when he took the Bani Isra’il out from the land of the
pharaoh, it now becomes quite simple to draw a possible route of

the Exodus. It may not be the exact route, but it is surely way closer

20
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to the truth than what current Jewish and Christian preachers try

to explain.

The best route to Madyan during those days would be to travel
towards the tip of the Gulf of Aqaba, using the route that would
cross the ‘wilderness of Paran’. A turn towards North-East would be
made close to the gulf, thereby passing the tip of the Gulf of Aqaba,
and shortly thereafter a turn to the South would be made towards
Madyan (Midian). An approximate line of this route is shown in blue
in the map below. (Just before the Gulf of Aqaba a small green line
indicates to a possible turn that Nabi Miisa 3=l could have made,

due to which the Banti Isra’il found themselves in front of the Gulf

of Agaba (Red Sea), instead of passing around its tip.)

21
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When the Banii Isra’il intended leaving the lands of Egypt, their
preparations were not secret, since many quotes of the Bible
indicate that Fir‘awn had, after experiencing numerous calamities
and trials, finally relented to allow the Banii Isra1l to leave his land.
A point of meeting was chosen and the Banti Isra’il were given time
to gather, with their flocks, at the chosen spot. This area would
most likely have been the very area where the pharaohs would

gather their armies, as they prepared for battle.

The date of migrating from the land was however not disclosed.
Through revelation, Nabi Miisa 32l was informed that Fir‘awn
would soon retract on his promise to allow the Bani Isra’l a safe
exit, and would gather his armies against them, either as a
punishment for their decision to leave his land, or in order to
capture them and force them back to Egypt. The Banii Isra’ll were
thus ordered to leave suddenly, and to travel throughout the night,
thereby gaining an ample lead before Fir‘awn’s retraction on his

promise and gathering of his forces.

‘Ancient Exodus’, a mission set up to explain Exodus locations and
enigmas using sound geographical research, has mapped out a

possible route of the Exodus as follows:
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Possible Route Of The Exodus From Egypt
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According to their findings, the likely starting point of the Exodus
was Tel el-Dab’a (ancient Rameses), in Goshen. Enroute to Arabia,
Nabi Miisa ik receives a divine command in Etham to turn from
the path that leads to the head of the gulf and, instead, enter the

wilderness to encamp somewhere

The Bible says that they travelled towards “the way of the wilderness
of the Red Sea (Hebrew: Yam Suph)” [Exod. 13:18]. In the map above,
the area marked as Yam Suph is what is today known as ‘The Gulf
of Agaba’.
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The Hebrews left Egypt on the 15th of Aviv, which fell close to the
Spring Equinox (March 21) and coincided with the end of the

Peninsula rainy season.

Considering this, the best conditions would have been offered by a
route utilizing the extensive wadi (valley) network in the northern
peninsula plateau. Not only do these valleys offer more passable
terrain, they have a greater potential for providing water and
vegetation. Following this line of thinking, explorer E. H. Palmer
noted that:

“In the larger valleys a very considerable amount of
moisture infiltrates through the soil, producing much
more vegetation than in the plains. Sufficient pasturage
for the camels is always to be had in these spots, and
here and there a few patches of ground are even

available for cultivation.” [Palmer 1872]

The Map above lays out a feasible route through the network of low-
lying valleys. The travel distance between Rameses and The Gulf of
Aqaba via this path is about 438 km (272 miles). Given these
circumstances, and the travel chronology in the book of Exodus, it
is possible that the Hebrews crossed the Sinai Peninsula in as little

as 18 days, an average of 15.1 miles per day.

(End of research of Ancient Exodus)
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With regard to the route taken for the first and second part of the
journey, i.e., the route taken towards Etham, that is irrelevant to
this discussion. The main point is that the Bant Isra’il’s journey

brought them to the North of Arabia, close to Madyan.

As for the route followed from Etham to Madyan, and whether the
Banii Isra’il took the path of Wadi Watir, as shall be shown below, or
some other part, that is open to research and difference of opinion.

Below a possible path, known as Wadi Watir, shall be shown.
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At ‘Etham’, if a turn towards the South is made, one shall soon find

himself in Wadi-Watir, which is a narrow lengthy gorge of about 85
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km (52 miles), that opens up on a wide sandy beach on the Gulf of
Aqaba, near Nuweiba.

In the sketch below, a white line running towards Nuweiba
indicates to the path that runs through the mountains.
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It is possible that this was the path taken by the Banti Isra’1l, and the
Great-Crossing was made at this area. In recent times, much

research has been conducted at this area. A crux of what the
research revealed, shall now be given.
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1. Wadi-Watir

The light-brown sand shows the gorge as it runs through the high

mountains surrounding it.

Nuweiba Beach, |
Area : 28 Km
Mountains: 500
www.bible.ca

Wadi Watir —7 §
The Route of the Exodus
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Nuweiba lies on a large flood plain, measuring about 40 sq.km,
sandwiched between the Sinai mountains and the Gulf of Agaba.
Mountains to the South block escape from that direction. In the
direction of the North was an Egyptian fortress, the ruins of which
still stand today. The presence of soldiers in that direction would

prevent them travelling further in that direction.

Throughout the journey the Banti Isra’il would have passed lookout
points, thus for Fir‘awn to remain informed of the direction they
were taking would not have been too difficult. It was perhaps
regarding their being ordered to travel through the valley leading

to Nuwaiba that the Bible discusses as:

“Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp before
Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. You are to
encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal-Zephan. For
Pharaoh will say of the Israelites, ‘They are wandering the
land in confusion; the wilderness has boxed them in’. And 1
will harden Pharaoh’s heart so that he will pursue them.
But I will gain honour by means of Pharaoh and all his
army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.”
So, this is what the Israelites did.... [Exodus 14-3]

The full name of this area is Nuwayba“ al-Muzaymah (511 x50,

Some have suggested that this translates as ‘The Springing Waters
of Moses’. (And Almighty Allah knows best)
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3. The Beach of Nuweiba

Ron Wyatt, after extensive research in the 1970’s at this spot made

the following claims:

» The surface structure of the beach of Nuweiba has a unique
characteristic, which is that the depth of the water at its centre

is much less than on its two sides.

(If this is proven true, it would mean that when the waters opened
up, creating two mountain-like walls on both sides, the journey of
the Banti Isra’ill downwards towards the ocean-bed would have been

much shorter.)

According to Ron Wyatt’s research the ocean-bed of Nuweiba would

look something like this:

THE UNDER'
AT W%TER LAND BRIDG

A, EGYPT

www. WiattMuseum.com
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Ron Wyatt’s diving expedition in the area revealed the remains of
chariot wheels and bodies, and human and horse bones. Three
intact four-spoke gilded chariot wheels were discovered. Coral does
not grow on gold, so the shapes — of the same sizes — have
remained distinct. The wood beneath the gold overlay has
disintegrated though, making the artefacts too fragile to move.

Photographs have been taken, and new technologies are awaited to

salvage the remnants.’

There are many Christians today who have inclined towards this
view, and there are just as many that have rejected the findings of

Ron Wyatt’s research.

For us, their difference of opinion does not matter much, since
irrespective of whether the crossing was at this point or further
below or above, the main point of discussion is that after crossing
the waters, the Bant Isra’ll reached North Arabia (Madyan), and
from there began their journey to the promised holy lands of al-

Agsa.

During this journey towards al-Aqsa, Nabi Musa ¥zl was ordered

to proceed towards Mt Tiir, and engage himself in worship, at the

? https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2008/12/26/426658/science-
proves-moses-crossed-red-sea#533u7P8LDKAhpVpW.99
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completion of which he received the Tawrah. The location of this
Mt Tar would thus be somewhere on the route between Madyan

and al-Agsa.

Mt Tar — One Or Many?

It is necessary to understand that the word ‘Tar’ itself is not the

name of a specific mountain, but rather as ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas

S 52

&zl has mentioned, it refers to any mountain upon which grass

grows."

As for the word « y (Sinai), it refers to any mountain upon which

fruit-bearing trees grow, or an area full of blessings."

The meaning of (o 440 and L. by is thus ‘a blessed, fertile

mountain-range’. Nabi Miisa 3zl conversed with Almighty Allah

on many occasions. Scholars differ as to whether he always

Jror S 5500 sl i ol 0 et oo S0 o 5,500 o 5313 5 s Sy snls J,
za ) Jéc A gl ay ez Pl JB by s oo Y e K ey
[ 2315 s = sl 5ol e S o sl o (20 2l 5 D) Jy el 0

38 ete i Jer 89106 ¢ lae JUy Lanle sl ] U G onle JB
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conversed with Almighty Allah at the same place'’. On account of
many factors, I incline to the view of his conversations having
occurred at different spots, along a mountain-range that was
blessed and fertile.

In the writings of the scholars, one finds much indication towards
the view that Mt Ttr is not one specific mountain, but rather a term
used for the fertile mountainous regions towards which Nabi Miisa
h would be directed, whenever the opportunity arose for him to be

blessed with conversing directly with Almighty Allah.

At times it, i.e., Mt Tar, is described as being close to Madyan; at
times it is described as being withing the valley of Mugattam
(Egypt), and at times it is described as being about 180-200 km past
Ailah/Eilat, within the lands of Sham. A little of what has been

written regarding each of these locations is hereunder provided.

JLpladl e aip b 3 0 LI T o Yl (opn 48 S (2l pa 5B L 1235
BBV ECVREURN >t JEN L PRTPYI
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Madyan, Egypt, or Sham

Nabi Miisa $2liae, after spending a period of 10 years in the service
of his father-in-law, set out with his family, with an intention to

visit his mother in Egypt.”

As he proceeded north from Madyan, he erred in his path, and thus
found himself, together with his family, having to spend the night
in the cold, without any material with which he could light a fire. It
is possible that since there were resting spots at set points on the
traveller’s route to Egypt, the need to carry such material was not
felt. But due to veering of the route and not reaching a resting area
before sunset, Nabi Miisa 3zt now found himself in need of

material for making a fire.

While pondering over his dilemma he spotted light coming from Mt
Tdr. Almighty Allah states:

[t s) Lo 1151 d 036 casly a5l 5,13) e W a3yl (30 am 03l : s J5
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“When Miisa had completed his allotted time, and he set
forth with his family, he spotted from the side of Tar a
fire. He said to his family, ‘Remain here. I have spotted
a fire. Perhaps I shall be able to bring from it some news
(regarding the path) or a flame, whereby you may

gather warmth’.”

During this journey of Nabi Miisa ¥zl from Madyan to Egypt, the
spot demarcated by Helena as Mt Tar, which is today regarded as
‘the accepted spot, that area would in no way have come in the path
of Nabi Miisa Mz,

The map below shall show why:

\ Eilat H W
\
Taba
Ltk
Haq
Jox>
Alwasel
Josll
Wasi
Nuweibaa
2 Alsharaf
9,
5 Jebel al Lawz Q
St Catherine
oS Gl Dahab
(V- 55 Al Bad'
@ e
Magna

34



IN SEARCH OF MOUNT TUR

Madyan (Midian) was situated on the right of The Gulf of Aqaba.
After passing Eilat (at the tip of the gulf) if Nabi Miisa Mclicke
continued north, he would be journeying towards Kan‘an. If he
turned to his left (towards the west) and continued straight, he
would come to the lands of ancient Egypt. The area of St Catherine,
below which Helena demarcated Mt Tar, would not appear on his
path at all. In fact, if he chose to journey towards it, diverting from
the road to Egypt, it would mean a journey of about 140 km south
(about 4 days of fast travel). To travel so far in order to acquire some

material to light a fire hardly seems probable.

What has been learnt thus far is that if one travels from Madyan to
Misr, somewhere along his path he shall pass by Mt Tar. From the
indication taken from the statements of the scholars, three possible
locations of Mt Tiir come to the fore. These shall now be discussed

in detail.

Location 1. Close to Madyan

Indications Towards This Location In The Books Of The
Scholars:

1. Under the verse:

[V :)kll] %@J‘/)ﬁﬁ/%@

By the oath of Tar
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the following statement of Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas &z4iz has been
quoted:

BEE (ovpe ) K sl f) gy bl 50 =y 55b b
L3t 505 Y e 3 A 53T e ey i 52 b

“Every mountain is ‘Tdr’. However, in this verse
Almighty Allah is referring to that mountain in Madyan,
upon which Almighty Allah conversed with Nabi Miisa
BN, Its name is Zabir.”

2. In the book Marasid al-Ittila‘, it is written that close to
Madyan is a mountain called ‘Tar’. It is this mountain from
which Nabi Miisa §2ile conversed with Almighty Allah.™

3. In Tafsir al-Basit, the following statement of Farra’ has been

quoted from Ma‘ani al-Qur’an:
{.K o A g 2B %@JJQE%@ idlas d g3 36, J6,
A gwgn ade 40

“Tar is a mountain which is in Madyan. Allah spoke to

(Nabi) Miisa whilst he was on this mountain.”

sleal e £ 3V ol o] sipn ke il 5 (sl gy skl ot e pote (om0, 2
[g ey £l
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According to this, Mt Tar would be somewhere in the region of the

area of the red line, marked on the sketch below:
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Location 2: About 180-200 Km Past Ailah «sh - Within
The Lands Of Sham

Indications Towards This Location In The Books Of The
Scholars:

1. Inthe commentary of the verse:

L4 @50 ek Siles i Al g aiies

[yay

‘And question them regarding the village that was at
the sea-side’

it has been written that the inhabitants of a village at the sea-side
had been prohibited from fishing on the day of Saturday. In order
to avoid missing the catch of that day, they devised a scheme to
place their nets in the water just before Friday night and remove it
on Sunday morning. As a punishment for tampering with the laws
of the Shari‘ah, their bodily features became that of monkeys and
died three days later.
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It has been recorded from Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas &4z,
that the name of this community was Ailah, a village between
Madyan and Tar «,,5)); 555 56 465."

‘Allamah ibn Kathir has written that Ailah is situated on the shore
of the Red Sea. (Ailah is most probably what is shown on the map

above as Eilat).

From the word (. (between) in the statement of ibn ‘Abbas &z4is;,

indication can be taken that Ailah lies at, or close to the centre point
between Madyan and Tar. This would mean that the distance
between Tir and Ailah should be similar to the distance between
Ailah and Madyan.

Present-day research indicates that Madyan was located close to
what is today known as ( adb (al-Bad"), on the eastern shore of the
Gulf of Agaba, approximately 200 km south of the tip of the gulf.
Ailah is situated at the tip, thus the distance between Ailah and
Madyan should be in the range of 180-200 km.
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After Ailah a journey of 180-200 km to the north (towards
Jerusalem) or slightly north-west towards the old road linking
Egypt with Jerusalem would bring one somewhere in the vicinity of

the area marked in red below:
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If the above calculation proves correct, it would mean that Mt Tar

is situated within the lands of Sham.

2. It has been reported from ibn ‘Atiyyah &iiz:

The scholars do not differ that the Ttr mentioned in the
Qur’an, upon which an oath was taken is a mountain in

Sham. Whilst upon this mountain, Nabi Miisa =ik
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conversed with Almighty Allah. It was from this area
that he was initially called and bestowed with

Nubuwwabh. It is in this area that he prostrated.*

3. Inthe commentary of the verse:
PRt e /a{//}// f’,/fa/
[ s, 6 @ 5,00 1e=5p B85, SG5, LIS e
“When We took a covenant from you and We lifted

above your heads Tiir.”

<2

The following statement of Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas &z&iz; has been
quoted, regarding the mountain of ‘Tar’ which Almighty Allah had
lifted above the heads of the Bant Isra’il when they showed

unwillingness to practice upon the laws of the Tawrah:
r.@...«)j)&r\i&@iw&bbcwdbwhdw&\f“
[ el pecis] alla)) Jee
“Almighty Allah issued an order to a mountain from

the mountains of Palestine. It uprooted itself and
rose above their heads like a cloud.”

(593 s 433 (S35 4k ((spe ake Al S pLally o sl il Dridlae ) UG
sl 2110 5kl 58
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According to the above statement of ibn ‘Abbas &zfiy, the

mountain range of ‘Thr’ is located in Palestine (Sham).
4. The author of Tafsir Siraj al-Munir has written in the
commentary of the verse:

~
At

[ 0,51 € L0 o2 #2ERES
“The tree which grows upon Mt Tir of the Sinai...”

as Op }M\«JZ Ol (2 ss ade s ) hK R\ VRV
"“U-li)

“This is the mountain upon which Almighty Allah
conversed with Nabi Miisa Zliae. It is situated between

Ailah and Egypt.”
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Location 3. In The Valley Of Muqgattam (Close To
Cairo)

Indications Towards This Location In The Books Of The
Scholars:

1. The following has been recorded in ‘Fada’il Misr’:"

» Tir is within the Muqattam region, which is the blessed

valley mentioned in the verse:
RIEE S RTA-N E S I}
“Verily you are in the blessed valley of Tuwa.”

» Kab al-Ahbar has mentioned that the area in which
Almighty Allah spoke with Nabi Miisa i€ stretches from Tir
to the furthest end of the Mugattam region in the sacred valley.
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In al-Masalik wa al-Mamalik, it is mentioned that Mugattam is in the

area known as Fustat, where Imam Shafi is buried.”

In Nuzhah al-Mushtag, it is mentioned that the Mugattam Mountains
runs all the way to Aswan" (approximately 600 km south from

Fustat)

According to this, the location of Mt Tar would be in the region

shown in red in the sketch below.
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From what has passed, we find three possible locations of Mt Tdr,
each at quite a distance from the other. One would now need to
either consider the possibility of Nabi Miisa #ziiae having
conversed with Almighty Allah at various mountain-tops during his
lifetime, all of which would be referred to as ‘Mt-Tur’ (a lush
mountain) or of pinpointing one particular location of Mt Tar and

discarding the other conflicting views.

The great Mufassir, ibn ‘Atiyyah Andaltsi has written in his Tafsir
that a difference of opinion does exist amongst the scholars
regarding whether the Mt Tir from which Nabi Miisa 3zl
received the Tawrah was different from the one at which he first
conversed with Almighty Allah.”

In the sketch below the three possible locations have been shown
in red. The distance between the one east of Eilat and the one close
to Gaza is approximately 180 km, and the distance between the one

close to Gaza and the one close to Cairo is approximately 260 km.
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I am inclined to the view that there were many mountain tops upon
which Nabi Miisa 3&ie conversed with Almighty Allah, all of
which were described as Mt-Tar. His first conversation with
Almighty Allah was perhaps at a mountain close to Madyan; his
conversation with Almighty Allah, whilst he was in Egypt was
perhaps in the region of Mugattam; and his request to see Almighty

Allah perhaps occurred on some mountain close to Gaza.

In the Tafsir of Imam Qurtubi, a statement of ibn Zayd is recorded,

which strengthens this view. He said:
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Tar is a mountain of Bayt al-Maqdis, stretching from

Egypt all the way to Ailah

According to the above, the mountain range of ‘Tar’ is as indicated

in red, in the sketch below
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Conclusion

The crux of my understanding regarding Mt Tar, is that the
conversations that occurred between Almighty Allah and Nabi
Miisa 3Nk did not always occur upon the exact same spot. Rather,
as the journeys of Nabi Miisa §&)ixk took him from Madyan to Egypt
and back, and then from Madyan to Sham, whenever the
opportunity would arise for him to converse with Almighty Allah,
he would proceed towards a nearby mountain of the long
mountainous range, known as ‘Ttr’ and whilst upon it, he would be
honoured with listening directly to the Divine Speech of Almighty
Allah.

The mountain upon which he received his first revelation could
have been somewhere above Madyan (around the green patch, on

the map, near to point.47)”.
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The conversations he enjoyed with Almighty Allah, whilst in Egypt,
could probably have occurred on the mountains of the area known

as Muqattam (around point.75).”

And when he requested from Almighty Allah to allow him a vision
of His blessed Being, that might have occurred on a mountain
range, which appeared on his path towards the lands of Sham and

al-Agsa (somewhere between Eilat and the Gaza Strip)*.

Qari Muhammad Tayyib Sahib iz, in his book, Magamat-e-
Mugqaddasah, has written that due to Nabi Miisa 3Zlie conversing
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IN SEARCH OF MOUNT TUR

with Almighty Allah, whilst in Egypt, this resulted in the
inhabitants of Egypt benefitting from the ‘Tajalli’ of Divine Speech
and thus being blessed with sweet voices and fluent tongues. This
area of ‘Ttir’ would most probably have been in what was known as

the valley of Muqattam (close to the point marked as 75).

As for the ‘Tar’ (near point. 47), which lies close to Madyan, upon
which the first revelation was received, there exists a great
possibility of it being very close to, or perhaps the very area upon

which the ‘satanic’ city of the future, ‘Neom’, is being erected.

And as for the ‘Tiir’ upon which Nabi Miisa 2l presented his
request to see Almighty Allah, Qari Tayyib Sahib has indicated in his
book that it would have been upon a mountain range not far from
Gaza. This request of Nabi Miisa 3zl was however not accepted.
Instead, he was ordered to look towards a mountain in the distance,
and see whether it could manage to hold the ‘divine Tajalli
(manifestation) of Almighty Allah. It obviously could not, and

crumbled into pieces.

Almighty Allah alone knows best, but it is highly possible that the
area upon which this crumbled mountain once stood could in fact
be the Gaza Strip itself.
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Why Gaza?

If Nabi Miisa &l was facing towards the lands of Sham, at the
time when he made his request to see Almighty Allah, it is quite
likely that such a spot would be chosen for this Tajalli, beyond which
lies a vast ocean. An ocean would allow for the mountain to melt
and flow into it and the effects of the blast could concentrate more

towards that direction.

In Tafsir at-Tabari, mention is made of this mountain crumbling and

its remains flowing into the ocean and being washed away.”

Gaza is such a spot which has a sea behind it, i.e., the Mediterranean
Sea, and which comes in front of one, when one faces Sham, whilst

on the path between Madyan and Jerusalem.
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Qari Muhammad Tayyib Sahib inclined towards this view, and thus
explained the secrets of the land of Gaza as well in his book,
Mugamat-e-Mugaddasah, the crux of which I have penned down in

my book, ‘The Secrets of the Holy Lands.”
And Almighty Allah knows best.

Completed, by the grace of Almighty Allah, on the 12™ of Dhii al-
Qa‘dah 1442 (23™ June 2021).
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Spreading Spiritual Light

In an age where reading good Islamic material is found on a decline,
and addiction to modern-day entertainment is forever on the
increase, Spiritual Light Publications aims at bringing back into the
homes of the masses good Islamic literature, through which both
knowledge and practice may be revived.

An appeal in thus made, that after completing this book, if it can be
forwarded to another, whereby maximum benefit may be attained.
In the event that one requires the book again, it may easily be
downloaded from the site spirituallight.org.za, or purchased from
Spiritual Light Publications (WhatsApp number: +27 71 110 2529)

Also, as a means of acquiring perpetual reward, for oneself of one’s
deceased family and friends, if anyone is desirous of assisting
towards minimizing the cost of the publishing and propagation of
such material, as well as other noble endeavors, he/she may
forward Lillah donations. Bank details, as well as many other books
and lectures can be found on the website, spirituallight.org.za
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